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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

SC Women of the ELCA embraced the theme of “Grace in 
Community” this year through our congregational units, 
our conferences, and our synodical organization. As a 
community of women called to discipleship in Christ, I 
believe each year we are led by the Holy Spirit to act boldly 
as we seek justice and serve our neighbors through our 
projects. This year we chose to act on our faith by joining 
Churchwide WELCA and the 64 synodical organizations to 

end human trafficking. Assembling Freedom Bags for Lighthouse for Life was a 
tremendous success. Thanking our service personnel with cards and honoring and 
remembering loved ones by displaying pictures on the mural were ways we 
expressed our appreciation for their service to our country. 

The Board and staff worked diligently to offer a convention we hope provided 
opportunities for education, fellowship, and inspiration. Through workshops we 
learned about sign language and situational awareness, enjoyed chair and regular 
yoga, made no-sew fleece blankets, and studied about hospitality, grace and 
gratitude. We were entertained by The Journey Missionary Performing Arts Ministry 
and were spiritually uplifted by the worship service. We received information about 
Churchwide, the 2020 Triennial Convention and an update on last year’s Tanzania 
project. We also conducted business which included electing a secretary, board 
members and Triennial voting members.  

SC Women of the ELCA are woven together in our faith, service and sisterhood. The 
challenges that our churches are facing are also affecting our organization. With 
God’s help, we will continue to meet these challenges and to celebrate the joys. I am 
sure the Holy Spirit has some awesome plans in store for us this year. By God’s 
amazing grace, we can rest assured that He will be with us on our journey.  

I was blessed this year to work with a dedicated group of women. I am grateful for 
them and for all of you for the work you do in your churches. SC Women of the ELCA 
are an amazing group of ladies. Please join us as we continue to do God’s work in 
the church, the society, and the world. Thanks be to God! 

Grateful for Grace in Community, 

Becky 
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"Thank you" seems inadequate for expressing my appreciation to the outgoing Board 
members: to Mary Soltis, for her three years of service on the Board, including this year as 
Vice President/Convention Chair; Gwen Furcron for her three years of service and 
dedication; to Dianne Lominick, for her two years of service and for always being willing to 
help where needed; and to Elsa Hope who has been a real blessing to me and who served 
seven years on the Board, including almost five years as secretary. Each of you used your 
gifts in service to SC WELCA and to the Glory of God. It has been a pleasure and a privilege 
to work with you.  

P.S. Gwen and Elsa will be serving as 2020 Triennial Convention voting members. 

A note of thanks also goes to all who made this convention a success: the board, convention staff, convention 
committees, host church and conference, special guests and speakers, workshop leaders, voting members and 
visitors, and all who prayed for us. May you always feel God’s presence and His Amazing Grace. 
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REPORT OF THE OUTGOING VICE PRESIDENT AND CONVENTION WRAP-UP 

The 2019 SC Women of the ELCA annual Convention took place June 7-8, 2019 at St. 
Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Lexington, SC. 

For the past year, it has been my pleasure and responsibility to work with the Board, 
convention staff, the Midlands conference and the staff of St. Stephen’s to put 
together a convention fit for the ladies of South Carolina. I know I have learned a lot 
from this process and I hope everyone who attended the convention learned 
something as well, even if it was a name of someone you had never met. I cannot 

thank everyone enough for the support I received.  

Thank you to everyone who completed an evaluation form.  These forms will be very helpful for future 
conventions.  

Some of the overall positive comments: “The ladies I met were very cheerful, helpful and pleasant to talk to. 
I certainly enjoyed my time here.” “Workshops I attended were excellent.” 

Some of the overall “constructive criticisms”: “Need to fill time from workshop to banquet.” “Voting process 
takes too long. There has to be a better way.” 

Suggestions from overall comments: “We need recycling bins!” “Put name of speaker up on the screen for 
those bringing greetings.” 

Comments on specific areas: The Business portion was a little confusing at times , but it “went as smooth as 
possible”. Project had a “Wonderful response” and was an “Excellent topic”. Chaplain Rev. Ginger “was 
wonderful”. Our keynote speakers “Both were fantastic” “5++” rating. Music had “Great songs, maybe a few 
more volunteers to lead singing”.  Lunches were “excellent and organized” but the ladies want something 
new for next year. The entertainment was “Wonderful” and we all loved Pastor Jackie’s performance. The 
worship service was “Uplifting”.  

I have enjoyed my time on the Board and am looking forward to serving in other areas of WELCA. This truly is 
an amazing organization that can do wonderful work.  

Mary Soltis    
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Convention Attendance (taken from 
Final Credentials Report) 

Sixty-seven congregations and all 
nine conferences were represented 

at the Convention as voting 
members or visitors. 

 
 Category            Attended 

 Officers                4 
 Board                   7 
 Voting Members 114 
 Visitors   41 

 (includes FTG & YWG) 
 Other                37 
  

 TOTAL               203 
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REPORT OF THE NEWLY ELECTED VICE PRESIDENT 

I am honored and humbled to be the newly elected SC WELCA Vice President 
for the next two years. WELCA has been an important part of my life since I was 
a little girl. I have been involved with SC WELCA since 1999 when I was a young 
woman guest. I have served as a delegate, board member, Chair of the Mission 
Action and Mission Community Committees, and now I have been called to 
service as your Vice President. I ask each of you for your patience and 

understanding as I work to serve you through the calling of our loving God. I am excited and I 
know we will have a wonderful journey together as sisters in Christ. 
I encourage all of you to attend your conference meetings this fall and spring, and retreats 
during the year. Please share your ideas with other ladies and with the Board. We need to work 
together through God’s love to make positive impacts on SC WELCA as an organization which are 
relevant and forward-thinking for our future ladies. Through God’s amazing grace we have been 
blessed and are called to serve one another in love as He has loved us.  
One of my duties this year will be to serve as Chair of the 2020 SC WELCA Convention. We will 
need many volunteers, so please tell someone on the Board if you are willing to serve. We 
appreciate the time spent completing the evaluations forms for this year’s convention. The 
Board will carefully consider all your suggestions.  
Thank you again for your confidence by electing me as your Vice President. I can’t wait to share 
God’s love with each of you. We are children of God and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Let us 
“Just Love” one another as God has loved us.  
Your sister in Christ,  
Amanda Boatwright  

CONFERENCE DATE / TIME LOCATION 

Foothills Saturday, September 28, 10 AM St. Matthias, Easley 

Upstate TBD  

Epiphany Saturday, October 19, 10 AM St. Luke’s Florence 

Amelia Saturday, September 21, 11:30 AM Lord of Life, Bluffton 

Heartland Sunday, September 8, 3 PM St. Luke’s, Prosperity 

Midlands TBD  

Coastal TBD  

Saxe Gotha Sunday, September 15, 3 PM Faith, West Columbia 

Western Sunday, October 20, 3 PM Grace, Gilbert 

FALL CONFERENCE DATES 
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REPORT OF THE OUTGOING SECRETARY 

Hello Sisters-in-Christ! Peace and Blessings to you all! We had a wonderful and very 
successful convention thanks to everyone!  A lot of preparation goes into making the 
convention the uplifting culmination of another SC WELCA year.  In this issue are 
many of the reports on the Convention events, and the Convention Minutes are 
forthcoming in the next few weeks via email/mail. 

Business is an integral part of what we do with adoption actions; elections for 
officers, board members, and next year’s Triennial Voting Members.  Following are 
highlights: 

Thank you for the time, energy, and persistence in presenting a great slate for elections to Julie Watson (Joy, 
Moore—Upstate), Chair of the Nominating Committee and  members:  Cecilia Dunlap (Mt. Tabor, West 
Columbia—Saxe Gotha), Brenda Byrd (St. Paul, Columbia—Midlands), and Paulette Miller (St. Philip, Myrtle 
Beach—Epiphany).  

A first-rate job was also done by Co-Chairs, Conduct of Elections, Linda Griffith (Our Saviour, West 
Columbia— Saxe Gotha) and Kim Cooke, (St. Matthew, Cameron—Amelia);  Board Resource – Kristin 
Snelgrove (St. David, West Columbia - Saxe Gotha) and Tellers:  Donna Brown (Bethel, White Rock – 
Heartland); Cheryl Johnson (St. Luke, Florence - Epiphany);  JoAn Crowder (Immanuel, Greenwood - 
Foothills); Linda Oswald (St. James,  Leesville - Western); Gail Kane (St. Phillip, Myrtle Beach – Epiphany.)  
Thank you!  Election results were as follows:  

Vice President Amanda Boatwright (St. James, Leesville – Western) was elected on the 3rd ballot for a 
two-year term. 

Secretary Linda Roland (Lord of Life, Bluffton – Amelia) was elected on the 1st ballot for a two-year 
term. 

Five Board Members were elected, four for a two-year terms and one for a one year term: 

Sarah D. Cheesman  (Bethel, White Rock- Heartland); Merri B. Lewis  (Redeemer, Columbia – 
Midlands); Denise Warren (Transfiguration, Cayce - Saxe Gotha);  Risse Snelgrove (St. Johns, 
Walhalla — Foothills); Amanda Cruse (St. Peter’s, Batesburg  -  Western). Amanda Cruse was 
elected for a one-year term to complete the unexpired term vacancy created with the election of 
Board Member Amanda Boatwright as Vice President. 

Triennial Voting Members for the Triennial 2020 in Phoenix, AZ: 

Sarah D. Cheesman (Bethel, White Rock - Heartland); Gwendolyn Furcron (Living Springs, Columbia - 
Midlands); Pat George (St. Michael, Greenville - Foothills); Elsa Hope (St. John, Pomaria - 
Heartland)      

Other business actions adopted were the proposed Rules of Procedure, the Convention Agenda with 
changes as presented, the Audit Report of the Treasurer, and the proposed budget for February 1, 2020 - 
January 31, 2021. Additionally, presented Committee Reports on Report of the President, Credentials, 
Reference and Counsel, Minutes, and Conduct of Elections were adopted. 

Last note – Thank you again for your support during my tenure and a special thank you for the honor of your 
vote to represent SC WELCA at the Triennial 2020.  I look forward to joining the other synodical voting 
members for a “life-changing event”.  Moving on - JUST LOVE!   

Peace and Grace be with you,                                                                                                                                                 

Elsa Hope                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Outgoing Secretary                                                                                                                                                                                                       

SC Women of the Evangelical Church in America                                                                             
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Thank you to everyone for your contributions to support the work of SC WELCA and our 
churchwide organization.  Your financial support year to date includes $10,627 in 
Regular Offerings (of which 65% is sent to Churchwide), $6,180 in Joy Offerings for ELCA 
Good Gifts, $4,886 in convention offerings and over $6,411 in cash/checks to support 
our convention project, Lighthouse for Life (see Mission Action Report for details of our 
convention project). 

At the 2019 SC WELCA Convention we received the Financial Report and Audit Report 
for the 2018-2019 fiscal year.  These documents were included in the Bulletin of 
Reports provided at the Convention.  The Convention also voted to adopt a budget of $64,800 for fiscal year 
February 2020 to January 2021.  A copy of this approved budget is included in this issue of the RIPPLE. 

In the next few weeks each congregational unit treasurer will receive a Receipt of Offerings submitted as of 
June 30th.  Please review these statements and let me know if you have any questions. 

God’s Blessings to you and may you continue to be a blessing to others. 

Rachel Quesada 

REPORT OF THE NEWLY ELECTED SECRETARY 

After three years of living in South Carolina I still am learning about this beautiful state.  
I do not miss the cold and snow from the previous five states where I have lived.  I have 
always looked forward to retirement in part because I knew I would have more time to 
devote to God through church and volunteering.  So I am looking forward to serving as 
the new secretary for SC WELCA.  I firmly believe that God equips the called rather than 
calling the equipped.  So I know he will assist me in filling the big shoes that Elsa has 
occupied so well.  

I have already met so many wonderful sisters in Christ by attending the conference 
meetings and the conventions.  I look forward to making many new friends throughout the state.  I pray you 
may be among them.   

Linda Roland 
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The ladies of SC WELCA  continue to amaze me with their help with the mural project this 
year. We had a total of 250 pictures of active duty and veterans from all five branches. The 
mural touched so many ladies this year and that touched my heart. Thank you all for your 
support in sending in pictures to display on the mural this year.  
Your sisters in Christ, 
Amanda Boatwright (Chair) 
Gwen Furcron  
Kristin Snelgrove  
Karen Freeman (Facebook Editor) 
Sherry Fowler (Ripple Editor) 

On Sunday, February 24th, the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Newberry celebrated 

BOLD Women’s Sunday at both services.  

At each service, women participated in all phases of the service...  During the sermon time, we 

had three BOLD Women, who were a part of the Reformation, speak about their efforts  in the 

Reformation.  These women were Katharina Schultz Zell from Strasbourg, between France and 

Germany; Olimpio Fulvio Morato, born in Italy; and Argulo von Grumbach, born in Germany.  

It was quite interesting to listen to their actions, as BOLD Women, during the Reformation...  

Each woman left a message to our women in the congregation encouraging them to continue 

being BOLD Women.  

Kelly Bannister and Ianna Rombauer portrayed Katharina Schultz Zell, Jessica Draeger and Maria Manaeva portrayed 

Olimpio Fulvio Morato, and Amanda Zobel and Sophie Maybay portrayed Argulo von Grumbach.  

It was a special day as BOLD Women’s Sunday was celebrated at The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer.  

250 Veteran and Active Duty 

Military pictures 
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A special “thank you” to all who showed “Grace in Community” at 

this year’s convention!  We are an awesome bunch of Lutheran 

Women in SC!  We collected Freedom bags, gift cards and checks 

for Lighthouse for Life, and we signed, sealed, 

and delivered “thank you for your service” 

cards to our active duty military folks here 

in SC. (see the chart below and wonderful 

photos!)  We were especially honored to 

present 500 cards to each of the Chaplains on Saturday: Chaplain 

Eddie Rubero from the Air Force personnel at Shaw Air Force Base 

in Sumter and Chaplain Anthony Giunta from the Coast Guard 

personnel up and down the coast of SC.  We will be hand delivering 500 cards to the Army Chaplain at Fort 

Jackson, 500 cards to Navy Chaplains at Charleston Naval Weapons Station and 500 cards to Parris Island for the 

Marines!  A total of 2500 cards will be distributed to say a special thank you from us to our men and women in 

service of our country that are stationed here in SC! 

 

*These items were given to Lutheran Services of the Carolinas to be used as 

needed. 

Again, we greatly appreciate your grace, love, generous gifts, support and 

prayers as we ACT BOLDLY in response to God’s love. 

Your Sisters in Christ, 

Sarah Cheesman, Chair 

Mary Soltis, (Convention Chair) 

Rae Davis, Amanda Sease-Baker, Kristin Snelgrove (Board Members) 

Emily Wright, (Host Convention Chair) 

Virginia Herlong, (Honorary Life Membership) 

 

On the Lighthouse for Life Facebook page they reported,  “out of these 428 freedom bags the wonderful 
WELCA of SC shared with us they’ve pretty much all found a designated home already all over SC!!!!” 

Report of Convention Projects 

Freedom Bags 428 

Miscellaneous items Several bags* 

Checks $6,760.99 

Gift Cards $2,270.00 

Additional Thank You cards 56 
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The Mission Growth Committee is committed to continue to grow in our faith and in our sisterhood with activities to support the 

following goals: 

*Encourage women to attend retreats at Camp Kinard, the Isle of Palms, and the Wild Women weekend at Lutheridge by providing 

information and publicizing activities. 

* Promote awareness of the 2020 Triennial Convention in Phoenix, Arizona, July 14-16, 2020, and the Triennial Gathering, July 16-19, 

2020. 

*Provide information that encourages the building of relationships among generations through mentoring. 

*Support and promote ELCA church-wide efforts to address natural disasters, human trafficking, domestic violence, and hunger. 

The Camp Kinard Retreat will be held on February 7-8, 2020. If you have an idea for a retreat leader or topic, please contact an 

officer or a Board member. 

The Isle of Palms Retreat will be held on April 24-26, 2020. 

Look for details to come about the retreats. 

In Christ, 

Dianne Lominick, Merri Lewis, Agnes Folk, & Sallie Folk 

“Just Love” is the theme of the Gathering 2020 and it reminds us that we are parts of one 
body.   I’m so excited to share with you the news that we have been waiting for since July 
2017.   

Elizabeth McBride, director for intergenerational programs and editor of Café, designed our 
2020 Gathering logo.  Elizabeth stated that at the triennial gathering in 2017 closing worship 
service, the Rev. Angela Khabeb exclaimed: “News flash!  Christianity is not comfortable.  If 
you are comfortable in Jesus, you’re doing it wrong.” 

Following Jesus is messy.  Loving one another is justice.  We are not perfect, we are often 
broken, sometimes we don’t fit.  Sometimes our edges are rough – we are but one body in 
Christ. 

Elizabeth stated, “The inspiration for the logo came after I walked around the downtown area 
of Phoenix, the site of the 2020 gathering.  I noticed a mural located outside of the convention 
hotel.  Its collection of broken mirrors, tiles, shards of plates and painted rocks ebbed and 
flowed in a kinetic frenzy of color and textures.” 

 

 

We are the body of Christ 
The mural reminded me of the body of Christ and how we are all misshapen pieces in a glorious and 
beautiful work of art.  The palette of deep purple and bright green in the new gathering logo is 
reflective of the scenery of the valley in the Phoenix area. Along the streets of the city, dusty earth 
tones are punctuated with bright purple flowers and vibrant green cacti. The turquoise color connects 
to the history of native cultures in Arizona and the southwest region.  The shade of red in our 
gathering logo is not one of fire and caution, but rather one of joy.  Red signifies love. 

As we embrace the theme “JUST LOVE”,  we remember the words of the Rev. Alexia Salvatierra at 
the gathering in Minneapolis 2017: “I believe that if we follow mercy all the way, go deep into 
mercy, we end up at justice.” 

The Gathering 2020 will be held in Phoenix, Arizona, July 16-19, 2020.  I don’t know about you but 
I am so excited for this experience.  I hope you will join me.  Watch for more information about 
registration here in your Ripple Newsletter and on welcatg.org in late summer. 

Risse Snelgrove 

Triennial Gathering Promoter for SC WELCA 
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SC Women of the ELCA 
Application for $200 Supplemental 

Stipend from SC Women of the ELCA to 
attend the Women of the ELCA Triennial 

Gathering in 2020 

Name :___________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________ 

              __________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:____________________________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________________________________ 

Church:__________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________  Conference:_____________________________ 

Date Registered for Gathering: _______________________________________ 

                              

                                     (YOU MUST BE REGISTERED TO APPLY) 

Please write a brief summary of why the Triennial Gathering is important to you. 

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

SEND THIS COMPLETED FORM TO: 

     RISSE SNELGROVE 

     133 BIG CREEK TRAIL 

     SIX MILE, SC 29682 

EMAIL:  snelgroverisse@gmail.com    Phone:  803-378-7696 

Applicants will be considered on a first call, first serve basis for 10 Stipends.  In order to give everyone an equal chance for a 
stipend, called in applications will be accepted beginning October 7, 2019 at 9:00 am.  Please call 803-378-7696 to apply.  All 
applicants will receive a letter or email of response.  

Triennial Voting Members are not eligible. 

mailto:snelgroverisse@gmail.com
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Lighthouse for Life Workshop 

 Jen Thompson and Bob Healy from Lighthouse for Life gave an eye-
opening presentation on human trafficking, particularly in South 
Carolina. They talked about the origin of Lighthouse for Life, founded by 
Andrea Wind in 2014 when she felt God calling her to help those caught up in this modern-day slavery. Those 
attending the workshop were given packets that provided important information on services, statistics, signs to 
look for, and ways to support this vital ministry. 

It is important to rescue the victims, but it is vital to stop the human-trafficking buyers. Ms. Thompson and Mr. 

Healy asked everyone to contact their state legislators to get a bill passed to help stop this buying and selling of 

human beings. 

The presenters were passionate about Lighthouse for Life’s vision “to raise awareness about the realities of human 

trafficking while restoring victims to wholeness.” 

Convention Workshop Reports 

Bible Study 
Lois Bylund, Churchwide Representative, led the Bible Study “Hospitality: More Than Warm and 
Friendly”, a resource from Women of the ELCA.  Some highlights were: 

     •For those who followed Jesus, hospitality was a daily practice that transformed and opened the 
heart and, 

     •Once Jesus’ first disciples were over the shock of preparing a meal for the 5000 or allowing 
children in to see Jesus, they discovered that hospitality was more than being warm and friendly. Ms.  Bylund then 
directed the participants to Matthew 14:13-21 and Luke 18:15-17 which is the story of Jesus feeding the 5000. 
What is important about these scriptures is “hospitality changes our hearts and actions so that we are available to 
meet the needs of others”. 
Ms. Bylund shared discussions on the Shunammite woman, with questions “How did the woman know what and 
who to prepare for” and “What are you making room for?” 
This resource can be downloaded for use in any Bible Study on www.welca.org.   

Sign Language: Debbie Ammerman  

Many thanks to Debbie Ammerman for an enlightening and educational discussion 
about living with and adapting to hearing loss and the specialized skills of sign language.   
Debbie spent most of her childhood and school years lip-reading to compensate for her 
hearing loss.  Although she realized she was different from others, she was an 
ambitious and determined individual.  Debbie contemplated several educational and career options only to 
discover her disability created barriers. Thankfully, she discovered Lenoir Rhyne in North Carolina offered 
majors for the deaf.  It was during her college years there that Debbie also learned to use sign language.  
Debbie would go on to earn a masters degree and enjoy a fruitful over 30-year career until her retirement. 

Since 90-95% of deaf babies are born to hearing parents, Debbie addressed a topic of concern to any parent 
– how to know if a baby can hear.  Debbie indicated that all 50 states now screen newborn babies for 
hearing, but false positives can occur due to amniotic fluid that has not cleared. If a baby does indeed have 
hearing loss, babies can usually connect well to either sign language or mouth reading.  Parents are 
encouraged to make the choice that works best for them. Technology has also improved dramatically since 
Debbie’s childhood. 

Debbie made it easy us for us to learn to sign the alphabet, and even challenged us to spell our own names.   
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Grace and Gratitude 

Dallas Shealy presented the 
workshop on Grace and 
Gratitude.  One of the 
handouts was a slip of paper 
with readings from authors 

being positive and grateful. 

Ms. Shealy said that gratitude can improve 
sleep, lower stress, improve social life, improve 
leadership skills and increase spirituality, for 
which we should be thankful. She suggested to 
be grateful and show gratitude before getting 
out of bed in the morning.   She said “stop 
measuring who you are by what you 
accomplish but what is in your heart.  
Remember who you are is what matters.” 

Ms. Shealy seemed to have a passion for grace 
and gratitude. She smiled and seemed to like 
presenting the material. 

YOGA 

The idea of a Yoga class intrigued me, but also 
made me nervous. I decided to embrace the 
bold woman within and give it a try. The 
atmosphere that Vicky Saye Henderson created 
was calming, inviting and far from intimidating. 
There were yoga mats as well 
as chairs so people could 
choose where they would be 
most comfortable.  She walked 
us through finding our center 
and a few easy stretches that 
you could do on the floor or in the chair. The 
work she does at the Big Red Barn was also eye 
opening. It turns out that a lot of Ms. 
Henderson’s students, or yogis, are First 
Responders, Veterans, Active Duty Military and 
new recruits going through basic training. I left 
the class feeling relaxed, centered, and with a 
new understanding of how yoga really is for 
everyone. 

CONVENTION WORKSHOPS 

Situational Awareness 

With one of our service projects focusing on 
human trafficking, it only seemed appropriate 
we have a workshop on Situational Awareness. 
An officer who works closely with Lighthouse 
For Life taught one of these sessions. With 
advice on being mindful of your surroundings 
and what to look out for, that trip to the 
grocery store after work seems a lot safer. 

Craft Service Project 

Convention attendees helped construct a total 
of 24 lap blankets which were donated to 
Lighthouse For Life. The fleece blankets will be 
given to young women who are rescued from 
sex trafficking situations. The workshop 
materials were fully funded by a Thrivent 
Action Team and we hope that the colorful 
blankets will be a source of warmth and 
comfort to those who receive them. 

Situational Awareness Workshop Dallas Shealy and Grateful Participants 
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Friday Evening Entertainment 
The Journey Missionary Performing Arts 
Ministry is a ministry sponsored by the 
ELCA, open to all communities and 
denominations to spread God’s Word 
through the arts. After the banquet meal, 
the ministry shared its message in word 
and song.  Performers portrayed women 
of the Bible – Eve, Mary Magdalene, 
Esther, Deborah, and the Shulamite 

woman – sharing their stories with the 
audience. What wonderful portrayals! Then 
there was a special performance. The Rev. 
Jacqueline Utley gave a memorable portrayal 
of Jezebel. She had everyone’s attention. 

   The Journey Missionary Performing Arts Ministry presented an inspiring 

worship experience for all. Hopefully, this ministry will continue to spread God’s Word In this unique way. 

Lois Bylund – CWO Representative 

Lois Bylund brought greetings from Lisa Plorin, Churchwide Executive President, 
along with the Churchwide Executive Board, and the Executive Director Linda Post 
Bushkofsky, and staff. Lois serves on the Churchwide Executive Board. She 
explained that in Women of the ELCA we carry out our mission through three 
expressions: congregational units, synodical women's organization, and the 
churchwide organization. Together we mobilize women to act boldly on our faith in 
Jesus Christ.  

At the executive board meeting in April 2018, the board approved the formation of 
an exploratory committee. These 11 women will focus on investigating the 
organization's current business model, looking at the organization's government 
structure, communications methods, constitutional structure, and financial 
realities. 

Lois mentioned resources which are available online. These include Gather, Café, Bold Connections, Daily Grace and 
Interchange. Important ministries of our organization are grants and scholarships. Last year $20,500 in scholarships, 
and $6,000 in seed grants for Raising up Healthy Women and Girls were awarded. 

Lois showed a pie chart of the full expenditures for 2017. Expenditures include Communications (40%), Governance 
(15%), and Operations and Administration (14%). The largest piece of the pie goes toward the annual payment to 
the ELCA for office rent. Offerings and gifts help make it all possible. She expressed her thanks for our gifts.  

How do we get younger or more women involved? Her suggestions: Go to meetings at your church. Talk about the 
Women of the ELCA and why you are involved. Hold a forum on a Sunday morning and reintroduce women to the 
Women of the ELCA by using the Powerpoint presentation on the website or meet for Bible study at an 
unconventional place like a local coffee shop. Think outside the box. 

She concluded with the statement, “May God continue to bless you and your ministries here in the South Carolina 
synod.” 
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First Timer Guests Young Women Guests 

SC WELCA was delighted to welcome ten First 

Timer Guests for the convention.  The designated 

tables were right up front.  The ladies participated 

by collecting offering, ushering, and acting as 

crucifer for the closing service.  They also 

performed a delightful skit, “The WELCA Clinic.”  

This year the First Timer Guests were combined 

with the Young Women Guests.  What a dynamic 

group of ladies!  The First Timer Guests for 2019 

were Ruby Taylor, Cindy Hart, Vickie Crapps, Lynn 

Pode, Michelle Burley Gantt, Caroline Langston, 

Nancy Carter, Vicki Valera, Susan Layton, and Rena 

Nord. 

This year we were blessed to have two Young 

Women Guests that were nominated from our 

nine conferences. Our Young Women Guests 

were Lillie Free and Claire Fingerlin. Lille Free 

comes to us from Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church in 

Chapin which is in the Heartland Conference. 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church which is located in 

West Columbia and part of the Saxe Gotha 

Conference, sent Claire Fingerlin.  

These young women were able to experience all 

aspects of the SC WELCA Convention and 

interact with other women from all over the 

state of South Carolina. In addition, they were 

involved in the convention by taking up offering 

at the worship service. The Young Women 

Guests and the First Timer Guests were seated 

together. This allowed each group to share their 

views of being at this year’s convention.  

On a personal note, the Young Women Guests 

and the First Timer Guests were great! These 

women offered a different perspective of our 

convention. They also were willing to do 

whatever was asked of them, and share their 

gifts and talents with the convention.  

So, ‘Thank You!’ for being you and sharing with 

us. You are truly a blessing to us. 

It is tradition for the Young Women Guests to 

present a brief skit to the convention body. 

This year the First Timer Guests and Young 

Women Guests combined forces to develop a 

creative skit. The skit was funny and delightful 

but came with a message. The message was 

that we, as children of God, must show grace 

to others as God has given each of us grace. 
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Jen Thompson, CEO from Lighthouse For Life, gave the keynote address for the 
convention. She explained that the organization exists to raise awareness about human 
trafficking and to bring restoration to those affected by it. She told us that trafficking 
exists everywhere and not just in big cities. To bring home this point she introduced 
Heather Cook, who is from Lexington and attended Lexington and Gilbert schools. She 
spoke about her life, how she became a trafficking victim, and how she managed to 
escape. When arrested, the victims and sometimes the traffickers are punished by fines 

or time in jail, but the buyers are not held to the same 
standard. Trafficking would not exist if there were no buyers 
and so it is a three-pronged problem. Jen closed by asking that 
everyone contact their state representatives to encourage the 
passage of State Law 194 which will be in the House in January and will punish the 
buyers and not just the victims. Jen and Heather knew that the SC Lutheran women 
were going to donate some freedom bags to be given to those rescued, who usually 
escape with only the clothes they are wearing. They were overwhelmed with gratitude 
when they saw the number of bags piled up in the convention hall and heard the 
amount of money given to buy supplies for the safe house they hope to open in July.  

Dr. Cathy Miliejczak, Companion Partnership Coordinator for ELC in Tanzania, SW Diocese 
and SC Synod  

Cathy shared pictures and information about our last year’s Tanzania project. They had a very 
productive year in Tanzania and got lots of things done. Last year, SC WELCA raised funds 
($18,750.00) for the Itamba Secondary Schools to replace the furnishings in the dorms which 
were destroyed by fire. Cathy’s scripture reading for her presentation was Matthew 25:40 - 
"Truly, I tell you, whatever you did for the least of these, brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me." In God's eyes we are all created equal but some of us have some disadvantages. In 
this diocese, they  all are very poor, they have  a lot of needs.  Anything you do is greatly, 
greatly appreciated. The fires were two separate events –a day apart - losing two dormitories. 
Best they can figure out, this was an act of arson against female education. Our donations not 

only made the bunkbeds, the tables and chairs – they bought their mattresses and bedding as well. 

Cathy shared pictures of the buildings - one was able to be restored.  The second building 
had to be leveled.  Our German Lutherans paid for the new building. All the bricks are 
made in the diocese by the people right there. New safety ideas such as an extra exit door 
for the children to get out were put in place in the new building.  Other changes include 
dividing the building into a couple smaller rooms and adding a porch for the girls to enjoy 
the outside.  So they learned from this disaster.   

Cathy shared, "In this great big world, we're only a little part of it but we can make a big 
difference!" She thanked SC WELCA for all the support for Tanzania. She asked for prayers 
because she will be leaving on June 26th to go back to Tanzania for the installation of the 
new bishop. They will do the blessing of the furniture at that time. They will also be 
dedicating a water system in Makusi and new clinic ward buildings. 

Keynote Speaker 

Tanzania 
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I am looking forward to serving on the SC WELCA 
board this coming year.  Thank you for your 
confidence in me.  I can’t wait to get to know each of 
you better.   

Just a little about myself so you can get to know me 
better.  I just moved back to SC which is where I was 
raised a few years ago.  My husband Keith and I both 
retired and decided to head back home to be closer 
to our family.  I attend St. John’s Lutheran in 
Walhalla, SC.  Keith and I have three grown 
daughters, Cherie (Fort Worth, TX), Kristin, (Irmo), 
and Jana (Greenville).   

In the past I have served on the TX-LA Gulf Coast 
WELCA Board and was also President of the Virginia 
WELCA for four years.  I am excited to be involved 
with all of the SC Women.  My passions are Justice 
and Growth.  I also love Fairtrade Products and 
Quilting. 

Risse Snelgrove 

My full name is Amanda West Cruse and I grew up 
attending Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church in West 
Columbia, SC.  I graduated from Brookland-Cayce 
High School in 1976, Newberry College in 1980, 
and went back to school ten years later to get my 
Masters from Lenoir-Rhyne in 1990.  In 2001, I 
became Nationally Board Certified as a Middle 
Childhood Generalist.  I retired from Lexington 
District #1 in 2018 after teaching for thirty-eight 
years as an elementary teacher.  Presently, I am 
teaching 5th grade at Barnwell Elementary and am 
four courses away from  my Ed.S in Literacy.    

 

I have been a member of the LCW and WELCA 
since 1980  as a visitor and many times as a 
delegate in North and South Carolina.  My husband 
is currently serving St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in 
Batesburg, SC. where I am serving as part-time 
organist and WELCA President.  Over the years, I 
have served as organist at several churches, choir 
member/director, Vacation Bible School teacher 
and director at several churches, and Sunday 
School teacher.   

 

I have been very active in  my community over the 
years.  I belong to several organizations and held 
many offices through the years such as President, 
Vice President both at the local and state level.  I 
am a regular blood donor and have been in charge 
of writing and delivering our neighborhood home-
owners association for several years. 

 

My family includes my husband of 40 years, three 
grown children, daughter-in-law, and one 
granddaughter, two cats, and two dogs.  I love to 
read and travel with my family. 

Newly Elected Board Members 

Hey! A little about myself. I believe this statement 
best describes me, “What you see, is what you get!” 
Also, I have a sense of humor and a smile I share with 
those I meet. I’m a graduate of Airport High School 
and Winthrop College. I’m a retired educator/teacher 
of 30 plus years. I have four dogs, 4 ¾ cats and fish 
(the cats really like those!). My family comes from 
“lint-heads” which I am very proud. Meetze, Warren, 
Taylor, Snelgrove and Hallman are names in my 
family tree. Are we related? I’ve served on many 
church committees. In relationship to the women’s 
organization, I have been a circle member, church 
president and state board member. I believe that I 
must put my faith into action which is a 
demonstration to others. Being elected to the SC 
WELCA Board, I will be afforded the opportunity to 
be involved with women from all over South Carolina 
that have the same belief “to show we are Christians 
by our love”.  Any other questions? Just ask!  

Peace in Christ 

Denise Warren 

We welcome back to the Board: Merri Lewis 
and Sarah Cheesman as Board members and 

Amanda Boatwright as Vice President. 
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This Thank You letter does 

not reflect the final amount 

given to Lighthouse for Life.  

Our Treasurer, Rachel 

Quesada, stated that more 

gift cards and monetary 

gifts were sent after 

receiving this letter.  Thank 

you to all for stepping up to 

this challenge!   

Conference Reports 

Heartland conference met at Summer Memorial in 
Newberry on April 28, 2019. There were a total of 
62 ladies in attendance. Jan Piersol gave a warm 
welcome to the ladies and introduced two 
wonderful male musicians. The gentlemen gave a 
wonderful concert of hymns. They presented a 
concert in the sanctuary. Amanda Boatwright 
brought greetings from the SC WELCA Board. Sarah 
Cheesman brought greetings from the Action team 
about projects. Elsa Hope assisted with the 
installation of the new officers. Afterwards, the 
ladies enjoyed wonderful refreshments in the 
fellowship hall.  
 
Coastal conference met at St. Luke’s in Summerville 
on March 22, 2019. There were 39 ladies in 
attendance. A spring luncheon was enjoyed by all 

the ladies. The ladies where served by formally 
dressed Lutheran men, complete with crisp white 
towels over their arms. Brittany Soward, Director of 
Development for Doors to Freedom, gave a 
wonderful presentation on the home for young 
women who had been rescued from sex trafficking. 
The ladies donated $120 in gifts cards and $241 in 
funds from their offering collected at the 
conference meeting. Merri Lewis brought greetings 
from the SC WELCA Board. Kristin Snelgrove 
brought 
information 
from the 
Action team 
about 
projects.  
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Subscribe to the Ripple 

Complete the information below and send to 

Sherry Fowler, Ripple Editor/Circulation Manager 

2931 Glenarden Drive, Charleston, SC  29414 

along with a check for $7.00 annually 

made payable to SC Women of the ELCA if you’d like to receive a 
hard copy via US Mail—OR FREE if e-mailed. 

PLEASE PRINT INFORMATION BELOW. 

 

Name ______________________________________________________  

Address ____________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________  

Church & City _______________________________________________  

Phone _____________________________________________________  

Email ______________________________________________________  

The Ripple 

The Ripple is published four times 
per year. It is normally mailed to 
the churches for distribution to 
congregational unit presidents and 
pastors at no charge, as well as to 
the church-wide office. It is 
distributed to other subscribers at 
an annual subscription rate of $7 
annually or      e-mailed for free 
to anyone.  The Ripple is 
published under the Mission: 
Community Committee of SC 
Women of the ELCA. 

To submit material for publication, 
contact The Ripple Editor, Sherry 
Fowler at (shf.welca@gmail.com).   

South Carolina Women of the ELCA 

President 

Becky Koch (exp 2020) 

336 Nautical Way 

Greenwood, SC 29649 

864-344-1786 cell 

beckykoch01@gmail.com 

 

Vice President 

Amanda Boatwright (exp 2021) 

423 Martin Drive 

Leesville, SC  29070 

803-317-6170 

803-674-6112  cell 
msangelwingschurchchick@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Linda Roland (exp 2021) 

18 Younges Island Drive 

Bluffton, SC  29909 

304-382-2895 cell 

lindajroland@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer  

Rachel Quesada (exp  2020) 

520 Timber Lane 

Anderson, SC 29621 

864-226-8546 hm 

561-866-3011 cell 

arachelq@gmail.com 

Synodical Board 2019-2020 

Board Members 

Sarah Cheesman (exp 2021) 

122 Spinnaker Pointe 

Leesville SC  29070 

803-332-6825 hm 

803-528-0797 cell 

Sarah.cheesman@yahoo.com 

Amanda Cruse (exp 2020) 

233 Farmington Ct 

Lexington, SC 29072 

803-917-7625 

acruse1858@gmail.com 

 

Rae F. Davis (exp 2020) 

812 Willow Cove Road 

Chapin, SC  29036 

803-360-4968 

rdvs297@gmail.com 

 

Merri Lewis (exp 2021) 

2029 Cedarbrook Dr. 

Columbia, SC  29212 

803-732-5429 hm 

803-445-9989 cell 

lewismerri@yahoo.com 

Amanda Marie Sease-Baker 
(exp 2020) 

124 Rosewood Lane 

Lexington, SC  29072 

803-520-4323 

949-547-4557 cell 

manda4ever25@gmail.com 

Kristin Snelgrove (exp 2020) 

912 Riverwalk Drive 

Irmo, SC  29063 

803-629-2287 

ksnelgrove2005@yahoo.com 

 

 

Risse Snelgrove (exp.2021) 

133 Big Creek Trail 

Six Mile SC 29686 

803-378-7696 

snelgroverisse@gnail.com  

 

 

Denise Warren (exp. 2021) 

940 Glenn St. Unit 101 

West Columbia SC 29170 

803-257-2153 

vdwarren13@gmail.com 

SC WELCA Retreats 

Sallie Folk & Agnes Folk 

422 W. Pine Street 

Florence, SC 29501 

843-307-1417 (Sallie) 

843-662-1210 (Agnes) 

aebfolk@yahoo.com 

salstitcher823@yahoo.com  

Honorary Life/Memorial  

Recognition Coordinator 

Virginia Herlong 

813 Silver Point Road 

Chapin, SC  29036 

803-932-0155 hm 

803-206-2493 cell 

vherlong@sc.rr.com 

Ripple Editor/Circ. Mgr.  

Sherry Fowler 

2931 Glenarden Drive 

Charleston, SC  29414 

843-442-3593 cell 

shf.welca@gmail.com 

Non-Board Positions 

tel:803-917-762
mailto:acruse1858@gmail.com
tel:803-378-7696
mailto:snelgroverisse@gnail.com
tel:803-257-2156
mailto:vdwarren13@gmail.com
mailto:salstitcher823@yahoo.com
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Expanding the Circle of SC Women of the ELCA 

Return Service Requested 

Check out the WELCA.ORG Website for Devotional Resources 

Lutheran women have a long history of Bible study, discipleship, and desire to deepen their spiritual life 
and learn about issues.  Women of the ELCA (WELCA.ORG) offers free, downloadable program 
resources—all in English and many in Spanish—to help you grow in faith and engage in ministry and 
action. 

STAY CONNECTED 

There are so many ways that Women of the ELCA can stay connected; 

Daily Grace, Gather magazine, Interchange,  

Café, Bold Connections 

The Ripple 

All of these publications may be accessed from our SC WELCA website—www.scwelca.com. 

Join us on our Facebook group  -  SC Women of the ELCA 

SC WELCA 2020 Convention 

June 12-13, 2020 

St. Philips’s Lutheran Church 

Newberry, SC 


