
THE RIPPLE   A publication of the SC Women of the ELCA 

 
 

The 

 Summer 2017  
Published by SC Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

Expanding the Circle of SC Women of the ELCA 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA ARE 
HAPPENING! 

 

2017 

SC WELCA CONVENTION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA TRIENNIAL 
CONVENTION AND 

GATHERING 

MINNEAPOLIS, 
MINNESOTA 

Inside This Issue 
The President’s Page ..................... 2 
Vice President ............................... 3 
Treasurer’s Report ........................ 4
Secretary’s Report……………………….4 
New Board Members .................... 5 

Mission: Action………...…..………......6 
Mission: Community ..................... 7 
Mission: Growth............................ 8 
Convention Workshops ................. 8 
Convention Guests ...................... 10 

YWG and FTG .............................. 11 
Thank you .................................... 12 
Triennial Reports ......................... 13 
Triennial Highlights ..................... 14 
SC WELCA Directory .................... 15 

Check out our website for up-to-date information and pictures.  
Go to http://www.scwelca.com.  

“...we are not a 

dying Church, we 

are a changing 

Church.” 

The Reverend 

Elizabeth Eaton,  

Presiding Bishop 

of the ELCA 



THE RIPPLE 2 A publication of the SC Women of the ELCA 

 

President’s Report 

“All Anew,” our convention theme this year, provides the blessed assurance that God is 

making all things new.  The primary purpose of the synodical convention is to do the 

business of the organization and, of course, we took care of business at our convention 

this year. But convention is so much more! We sang and danced, worshipped, sewed 

dresses and enjoyed fellowship. We had a voting strength of 133 and a total attendance 

of 224.  

 

I am once again amazed by and grateful to all of you for sharing your gifts. By God’s 

grace we were able to make a difference locally and globally at the state level by supporting SCCADVASA 

and the Tanzanian farming initiatives. 

 
We recognize the importance of meeting the spiritual needs of young adult women in our churches. We have 

made the first step of addressing this challenge by opening a dialogue with them. This provides an opportunity 

to change and grow as we find common ground. We realize that some churches do not have “WELCA” groups 

per se, but the women actively serve the Lord. I encourage you to invite these ladies to conference meetings 

this Fall. SC Women of the ELCA are woven together in our faith, service and sisterhood. By God’s grace, we 

will continue to work together to support women and children around the world. 

 

The position of SC WELCA President is an honor and a privilege which carries responsibilities I do not take 

lightly. I look forward to starting “all anew” and making this journey with you again this year as we act boldly 

on our faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
Together in Christ,     

Becky Koch 
 
         A note of thanks to all who made this convention a success: the board, 
convention staff, convention committees, host church and conference, 
special guests and speakers, workshop leaders, voting members and visitors, 
and all who prayed for us. We couldn’t have done it without you! 

CONFERENCE DATE AND TIME HOST CHURCH 

#1 Foothills Sat., Sept. 30, 10 AM Immanuel, Greenwood 

#2 Upstate Sun.,  Oct. 22, 3 PM Joy, Moore 

#3 Epiphany Sat., Oct. 21, 11 AM Cross and Crown, Florence 

#4 Amelia Sat., Sept. 16, Noon Mt. Pleasant, Ehrhardt 

#5 Heartland Sun., Sept. 10, 3 PM St. Paul, Pomaria 

#6 Midlands Sun., Sept. 24, 3 PM Bethlehem, Irmo 

#7 Coastal Sat., Sept. 23, Time TBD St. Mark’s, Isle of Palms 

#8 Saxe-Gotha Sun., Sept. 17, 3 PM Transfiguration, Cayce 

#9 Western Sun., Oct. 15, 3 PM St. James, Leesville 

Fall Conference Meetings 



THE RIPPLE 3 A publication of the SC Women of the ELCA 

 

Vice President Report 

Wow, what a wonderful convention we had this year.  I hope everyone enjoyed 
themselves as we joined in fellowship with our sisters in Christ.  It was a 
wonderful time for me as you elected me to serve you as Vice President for two 
years!  I sat back and accepted God’s calling to serve my sisters in Christ.  I feel 
honored that you have confidence in me.  Just a little background on me as my 
journey started with SC WELCA when I was 19 as a young women guest.  I left 
middle ways through convention and told my mother and a member from my 
church that was not my cup of tea.  Then about two years later I was asked to go to convention as a 
delegate from my church and I agreed to try it again.  I was a teller that year and fell in love with all the 
women.  I have been involved ever since.  I have served as a delegate, co-convention chair, 
photographer, board member, convention chair, and now I have been called to serve as your Vice 
President.   I ask each of you for your patience and guidance through the next two years.  I am excited 
and I know we will all have a fun journey together!   
 
I want to introduce you to my family as well.  I am married to a wonderful man, Scott, and have two 
wonderful children, Michelle and Joshua.  My twin granddaughters are Ella-Grace and Carolina Shea and 
I call them my pumpkins.  Then, there is my Sunshine, Mason, my grandson.    
 
I look forward in serving you in the next year and if I can do anything for you please reach out to me.  I 
am willing to come talk at your circle meetings, joint meetings, or just one on one. My email is: 
jennscwelca@gmail.com; Home: 803-808-3421; Cell: 803-622-4714. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Jennifer Nuovo 

Convention Wrap-up 
The 2017 South Carolina Women of the ELCA convention took place on June 9 and 10 at St. Stephen’s 
Lutheran Church in Lexington.  St. Stephen’s was a very welcoming place to hold our meetings/workshops 
and gatherings, and they embraced all the women with open arms.  The staff of St. Stephen’s took care of us. 

As the vice president my major responsibility was to work with the board, convention staff, and all who took 
part in making our convention take place.  It was such an honor to work with so many to make our 2017 
convention a success and stay on track.  I would like to take a second and “thank” each and every one of my 
convention staff members as without you I would not be able to pull off convention. 

Thank you to those who filled out the evaluation forms as it will help us prepare for the upcoming conventions 
in trying to serve our ladies.  Below are some highlights from the evaluation forms. 

Overall positive comments:      

Had a great time and loved the fellowship    

Great Convention over all           

Prayer Journaling workshop was awesome        
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2016 SC WELCA Convention Ratings
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Secretary’s Report 
Hello my Sisters-in-Christ!  Wasn’t our convention wonderful!  A closing to one year and the beginning of 
many blessings of another year for us as followers of Jesus Christ and bold women of the SC WELCA  –  
“all anew” as our convention theme so succinctly calls us to be. 

I am thankful and look forward to serving another term as your Secretary and I appreciate your 
encouragement and support.   

Thank you to everyone for making the convention a great success.   A HUGE thank you for the willing 
servants:  Marsha Mikell, Chair of the Committee on Conduct of Elections, Shari Donley, Board Resource 
and the tellers who counted the ballots -  Mallory Matthews, Karen Waltz, Kimberly Cooke, Sebrena 
Matthews, Martha Emily Shirer, and Judy Lybrand.  Because of them, the conduct of elections was a 
smooth process which resulted in the election of one officer and 4 board members.  Below are results of 

the election: 

Jennifer Nuovo from Emmanuel, West Columbia (Saxe Gotha) will again serve as Vice President, being elected on the second 
ballot for a two-year term. 

Secretary Elsa Hope from St. John, Pomaria (Heartland) was elected on the first ballot for a two-year term. 

Four Board Members were elected, each for a two-year term: 

Sarah Cheesman from Bethel in Chapin (Heartland)  

Gwendolyn Furcron from Living Springs in Columbia (Midlands).   

Merri Lewis from Redeemer in Columbia (Midlands) 

Dianne Lominick from St. Philip’s in Newberry (Heartland) 

Officers and Board members are elected to represent SC WELCA, conduct the business of the SWO throughout the year, and 
encourage and support congregational leaders throughout South Carolina.   

May our prayer for all of us be to - Bless all our skills, and be pleased with the work of our hands (Deuteronomy 33:11). Whatever 
we do, may we work at it with all of our heart . . . (Colossians 3:23). Bless our work so we’ll have plenty to share with those in 
need (2 Corinthians 8:14).  

One year closes, another begins – “When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground.”  Psalm 
104:30 – was our convention scripture.  May we be part of that renewal through the blessings in our partnership with each other 
and all the ministries we support.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Elsa Hope 

Treasurer’s Report 
Thank you to everyone for your contributions to support the work of SC WELCA and Churchwide. 

Our Convention Offerings totaled $5,167.  One half of this amount is designated for our two 
Convention Projects – SCCADVASA and Tanzania Farming Project – and one half is used to defray 
the Convention expenses.   

Our total JOY Offerings received from February 1st (the beginning of our fiscal year) through June 
30th are $7,413.  The Joy offering is sent to WELCA of the ELCA Good Gifts program. 

Our total Regular Offerings received year to date are $14,197.  At the end of each quarter 65% is 
forwarded to Churchwide to support Churchwide programs and publications and 35% remains in 
our account to support the work of our Synodical organization. 

At the 2017 SC WELCA Convention we received the Financial Report and Audit Report for the 2016-2017 fiscal year and 
voted to adopt the proposed budget of $69,910 for fiscal year 2018-2019.  All of these documents were included in the 
Bulletin of Reports provided to all voting members at the Convention. 

If you have any questions relating to SC WELCA monies or the receipts sent to acknowledge your contributions, please let 
me know. 

God’s Blessings! 

Rachel Quesada 
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private school in Florida, and most recently at Pelion High 

School.  I retired several years ago to take care of my elderly 

mother but after she passed away I realized that retirement is 

not for me, and last year I went back to Pelion High part-time 

to teach English as a Second Language, which I love.  I also 

speak Spanish. I look forward to meeting new sisters in Christ 

and being part of the SC WELCA Board. 

 

Dianne Lominick 
Thank you for electing me to the SC WELCA 
Board.  It is an honor, and I will do my best 
to fulfill the obligations of this position.  
Over the years, I have always remembered 

the innovative ways the Board members presented 
information at conference meetings and at conventions.   
 
I have been a member of St. Philip's Lutheran Church in 
Newberry all my life.  Currently, I serve as treasurer of 
my WELCA unit.  I have served on the church council.  
Now, I serve on the altar guild and the evangelism/
social ministry committee, sing in the choir, help make 
Lutheran World Relief blankets, and teach Sunday 
School when needed. 
 
Before retiring as a classroom teacher, I taught at Little 
Mountain Elementary School and then Mid-Carolina 
Middle School.   
 
With God's help and your support, I look forward to 
serving as a WELCA Board member. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome back to the Board, 

Elsa Hope as Secretary,  Gwen 

Furcron, Board Member and 

Jennifer Nuovo, Vice President.   

Sarah D. Cheesman 
Greetings to all!  Thank you so much for your 

vote of confidence by electing me to serve on 

the SC WELCA Board!  I am honored and will 

do my best with God’s help! 

I am a member of Bethel Lutheran Church in White Rock, SC.  

I was baptized, confirmed and married in this church.  After 

graduating from USC School of Nursing, I joined the U.S. Navy 

Nurse Corps and moved away.  I left the Navy after 4 years, 

married my husband, Jim, had 2 sons, received my Master of 

Science degree from The Ohio State University, and had a 

wonderful career in nursing. 

We finally moved back to SC and now have our dream 

retirement home on the Leesville side of Lake Murray.  I love 

Bethel, and so we moved our membership back and I became 

active in WELCA as circle leader, then President and now I am 

on our church council. 

I am so happy to be back in SC, at Bethel and now to serve on 

the SC WELCA Board.  I hope to share my ideas, enthusiasm 

and love to all of you with God’s help! 

Merri Lewis 
I am honored to have been elected to the SC 

WELCA Board and will do my best to fulfill my 

responsibilities as a board member.  I am a life-

long Lutheran and have been a member of 

Redeemer Lutheran Church in Columbia since 

1976. My family and I did move out of state for ten years, but 

are very happy to have found our way back “home” and have 

been back for 11 years. At Redeemer I am the leader of the 

Elizabeth Circle and President of the Redeemer WELCA 

organization.  Now that I have been elected to the board, 

those responsibilities will be fulfilled by other capable hands, 

but I will still be an active participant.  

After graduating from high school in what was then the 

Panama Canal Zone, I attended Newberry College, where I 

met and married my husband Charles. I took a 10-year break 

while he continued his education and I was busy raising two 

children. When they were both in school I continued my 

studies and graduated from Columbia College in 1981 (but my 

heart still belongs to Newberry College, class of ‘71!). We 

have two wonderful adult children, three granddaughters, 

and are currently awaiting the birth of our first great-

grandson. I have been a high school teacher at Mid-Carolina 

High in Prosperity, Irmo High, two schools in Greenville, NC, a 

New Board Members elected at Convention 
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Mission: Action 

2017 Convention Projects 

Thank each of you for the difference you make in the lives of women 
and children everywhere. The convention projects were a huge 
success! Collectively we raised over $10,000 in items, monetary gifts 
and gift cards. What an impact and a showing of generosity and love 
for your neighbors and sisters in Christ! 

The chart below shows the number of 
in-kind gifts as well as monetary contributions of gift cards, 
checks and cash. We supported the South Carolina Coalition of 
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault by collecting monetary 
gifts, gift cards and in-kind items on the project list (plus many 
other miscellaneous items) needed for the 13 domestic violence 
shelters across the state. 

For the global project of helping the Tanzania Women’s FEMA 
Farming Project we received monetary gifts. This will be a great help for the women by 
providing them with funds to buy supplies needed to grow food for their families. 

Again, we greatly appreciate your service, generous gifts, your support and prayers as we ACT 
BOLDLY in response to God’s love. 

“God does not need your good works, but your neighbor does.” Martin Luther 

Your Sisters in Christ, 

Margaret Shirer, Chair      

Jennifer Nuovo, (Convention Chair)      

Amanda Boatwright (Board Member) 

Ella Haley-Shumpert, (Host Convention Chair)      

Virginia Herlong, (Honorary Life Membership)      

Report of Convention Projects 

  Items # of items      Other SCCADVASA TANZANIA 

1 Personal Products           4833 Gift Cards $    3170.00   

2 Household Cleaning Supplies             317       

3 Non-perishable Food             387 Checks $    4420.50 $       2186.50 

4 Household  Products           1236  Cash $      105.00 $            70.00 

5 Children’s Supplies             629       

                              Total           7402         Total $    7695.50 $        2256.50 

SC WELCA 2018 CONVENTION 

JUNE 8 & 9, 2018 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COLUMBIA, SC 

THEME:  "CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT"   

(ELW #715) 

JOHN 8:12   “AND JESUS SPOKE TO THEM, SAYING, ‘I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD; HE WHO FOLLOWS ME 
WILL NOT WALK IN DARKNESS, BUT WILL HAVE THE LIGHT OF LIFE.’” RSV 
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 Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary Scholarship Recipients Express Their Gratitude 

 
Proceeds from the Honorary and Life Memorial Program go to the SC WELCA Scholarship Fund 

at the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. The two recipients for 2016 were Megan 

Lineberger and Zina Diaz. 

 
Megan Lineberger graduated from the Seminary in May with a masters of Divinity. 

She is from Dallas, NC but grew up mostly in South Carolina as her father went to seminary and served 

throughout the synod in various congregations/contexts. South Carolina LCY was a large piece of Megan’s 

faith formation. She writes, “I am immensely grateful to the SC WELCA for the generous gift of this 

scholarship. While attending seminary and becoming a rostered leader is a call from God, it is not an easy 

financial task. Gifts such as these take away some of the stress that comes with the financial burdens. I am grateful that you 

have made this commitment to theological education and to supporting students like myself. Thank you 

and God bless each of you!” Megan was ordained on July 2, 2017. She has accepted a call to serve as 

Associate Pastor at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Charleston, South Carolina. 

 
Zina Diaz is from Manning, SC and attends Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary – Lenoir Rhyne 

University. While attending Lutheran Seminary she received a call into children’s ministry and accepted a 

position at Epworth Children’s Home as a Life Skills Specialist working with boys and girls ages 9-13. 

She is now pursuing a Master of Arts in Christian Ministry   and will graduate in 2018. She is honored to be a part of a 

higher learning institution like Lutheran Seminary where she is able to discern her gifts and call. She writes, “It is a great 

privilege to be selected as a recipient of the SC WELCA scholarship. Because of scholarships like SC WELCA I am now 

able to pursue my dreams in children and youth ministry using God-given gifts and talents as a confident woman of God.” 

Reverend Zina Diaz is an ordained Baptist preacher and teacher of the gospel ministry. She believes the Word of God is a 

key to life and faithfully lives out the scripture (Psalm 37:4) which states, “Delight yourself in the Lord and God will give 

you the desires of your heart.” 

 
SC WELCA is grateful for the opportunity to play a part in the education of these ladies. We wish them the very best in 
their ministries and pray they will use their God-given spiritual gifts to His glory. Thank you, Megan and Zina, for your 
service to the Lord.. 

Congregational Unit Activities  

Let your light shine! Hide it under a bushel – NO!  

Thank you to all Congregational Units submitting 

information for our mural at the Convention!! 

“In the same way, let your shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven.” Matthew 5:16 

Honorary Life and  

Memorial Recognition Program 

Remember someone special with a WELCA Recognition. A 
certificate and lovely South Carolina Women of the ELCA pin would 
be greatly appreciated by someone who is publicly recognized for 
his/her service to the church and to WELCA. Memorials are a loving 

way to let families know that their loved one is not forgotten. This program celebrates 
people of faith and their tireless efforts to serve our Lord and Saviour. Complete the 
form found on the website and submit to Virginia Herlong, Coordinator of Honorary Life 
and Memorial Recognition Program. All proceeds go to our South Carolina WELCA 
scholarship at the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary of Lenoir-Rhyne University. 

The NEW Lifetime Membership Application may be found on the  

SCWELCA website.   
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Triennial Convention and Gathering reported 
by Pat George.  Risse Snelgrove brought us 
greetings as our Triennial Gathering promoter. She 
told us about the tools that are available to help us 
know what is going on at the Gathering. She also 
told us about the visitor guides and apps that are 
available for Minneapolis and St. Paul. Risse let us 
know how many people are registered for the 
Gathering and that all of the rooms that were 
blocked for us at the hotels were completely 
booked. She strongly suggested that we attend 
because it is going to be a great time. There will be 
many speakers, classes, service projects and time 
to connect with WELCA ladies from all over. She 
also advised us to go to the website to purchase 
Triennial Gathering merchandise so we will be 
ready when we get there.   

 

Domestic Violence reported by Gwen Furcron  -  

Valerie Ekue was the workshop presenter. She did 
a very good job of informing the group about 
domestic violence in South Carolina. The state 

continues to be in the top 10 states in the nation in 
the rate of women killed by men. The 23 
organizations are bringing all efforts together to 
educate and make South Carolinians aware of the 
ills domestic violence has on the communities. 
SCCADVASA will come to an organization to 
educate. Please feel free to give them a call. Women 
seemed to enjoy the workshop and found it very 
informative. 

 

Salsa reported by Gwen Furcron 

Lisette Martinez, President of the Caribbean Synod 
SWO, was the instructor of the Salsa class. She was 
very energetic and seemed to enjoy her craft. The 
women seemed to enjoy the class and were open to 
learning the basic steps of salsa. There were 
women over 65 who were up on the floor moving 
their God given parts having fun. The second class 
was intergenerational which seemed to make it a 
bit more interesting. The instructor continued to 
exhibit her energy and kept the class dancing.  

 

February 9-10, 2018 Retreat 

Camp Kinard 

Program Overview 

 
Ladies,  Mark your calendars for a retreat program that will be out of this world!  Reverend Bruce Booher 

will walk us through a Weekend of Wonder where we are going to learn about the AWE of our Lord’s world.  

Awe is crucial for vibrant faith and life, but it is so often neglected nowadays.  We invite you to spend a 

weekend opening your life to the mystery, awe and wonder of God’s creation. 

• Observe galaxies, nebulae and star clusters 
• Walk through a scale model solar system 
• Hold a piece of a comet 
• See craters on the Moon, the rings of Saturn, the cloud bands of Jupiter and the icecaps of Mars 
• Share your experiences of awe 
Discuss how faith and science relate in revealing mystery and meaning in creation 
 

A Weekend of Wonder is all this and much more.  We will seek not just to learn about awe and mystery, but 
to more fully experience them and open our lives to them. We will enjoy the beauty and majesty of God’s 
creation. 

 

More information and a registration form will be in the next RIPPLE.  

Camp Kinard in February! 

Convention Workshop Highlights 
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Convention Workshop Highlights (cont’d) 
Samaritan’s Well reported by Karen Freeman 

Samaritan’s Well is a transitional shelter for 
homeless women and children. It is located at 129 
Gibson Court in Lexington, SC. The facility is run 
by Mona Henderson who also led the workshop. 
The women are taught life skills and money 
management. They are also assisted in achieving 
short and long term goals for employment and 
living situations. The facility is Christian based 
and offers weekly Bible studies. 

 

Craft Workshop reported by Karen Freeman. 

In the craft workshop led by Jan Long we were 
taught how to make pillowcase dresses 
and t-shirt tote bags. The pillowcase 
dresses are being sent to Tanzania.  Thirty 
two dresses were made at the Convention 
and forty-four were brought to the 
Convention by St. Paul Lutheran in Aiken.  
This made a total of 76 dresses sent to Tanzania.  
Both projects were no sew projects making it 
easier for the less crafty people to create beautiful 
works of art. Everyone seemed to enjoy the 
fellowship and learning how to make these crafts.  
Pillowcase Dresses craft may be found at https://
www.dollardays.com/i1877126-wholesale-
embroidered-pillowcases-20-x-30-.html 

 

Jonah Bible Study reported by Shari Donley 

Sandy Grier, the WELCA Churchwide 
representative attending our convention, led an 
enlightening study on the Book of Jonah.  The 
room was full of attendees and they enjoyed the 
conversational study which highlighted: 

Jonah spoke judgement against Nineveh who 
was the natural enemy of Jonah’s family 

Jonah disobeyed God and ran in the opposite 
direction from what God told him to do. 

Jonah was a stubborn man.  

Jonah learned to “follow those nudges” and to 
let God be in control.  

God is not a vengeful God, but a God of justice.  

God gives second chances.  

Jonah was mad that God forgave Nineveh. 

What are the “spots” of sin that we need to change 
in our lives?  God calls us to love, not judge.   

Thrivent Workshop reported by Ruth Morgan 

I will be very honest- the Thrivent workshop 
would not have been in the top three that I would 
have chosen.  However, the Thrivent workshop 
led by Micah Velilla was one of the most thought 
provoking and inspiring that I have attended at 
state convention.  At the beginning, we were 
asked to identify what values are most important 
to us (faith, helping others, health, trust, honesty, 
family etc.)  We were to narrow this down to 
three values and how we could put these values 
into action.  Who/what would be impacted by this 
gift?  What inspires you to share this value? What 

value does it support?  We were to ask 
ourselves are we currently living a 
generous life by sharing our time, talents 
and treasures. Personally, I try to follow 
the value of helping others by taking my 
sister-in-law to Doctor appointments, 
errands and I'm inspired to do this 

because Jesus taught us to be kind and caring.  

 

Prayer Journaling reported by Ruth Morgan 

Personally, I had kept a daily journal for the past 
year.  The Prayer Journaling workshop led by 
Destiny Kimani gave me a lot of insight of how to 
make prayer and journaling more heartfelt - like 
finding the right time and place to pray ACTS.   

A is for adoration for how wonderful God is,  

C is for confession of your sins,  

T is for thanksgiving for all that God has given 
you, 

S is for supplication-being humble and earnest 
with God in your prayers. Jesus shows us what a 
relationship with God should be and prayer gives 
us the opportunity to be intimate with God. 

She suggested that with your daily journal to read 
Bible verses and then write down comments and 
how those verses will affect your daily life.  At the 
end of the day think about what happened today -
what would you do differently, what are you 
thankful for and who and what are you going to 
pray for? 

The discussion during this workshop was very 
inspiring and this workshop gave us tools that we 
could take with us to make prayer and journaling 
more meaningful.   

https://www.dollardays.com/i1877126-wholesale-embroidered-pillowcases-20-x-30-.html
https://www.dollardays.com/i1877126-wholesale-embroidered-pillowcases-20-x-30-.html
https://www.dollardays.com/i1877126-wholesale-embroidered-pillowcases-20-x-30-.html
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Sandy Grier, the WELCA Churchwide 
representative attending our 
convention, addressed the convention 
on Friday afternoon.   Sandy is from the 
Upper Susquehanna Synod in 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania.  
Williamsport is the home of Little 
League Baseball.  Sandy’s message 
followed the analogy that we, children of 
God, are looking through a weaving 
where God is the Master Weaver.  The 

women of our SWO are a sisterhood woven in the threads 
of our gifts and giving.  We have challenges but we are 
strong.  We are to study the Word of God, have a servant’s 
heart and pursue justice.  

 

The CWO has strong weaving that: 

Supports ministries such as raising up healthy women 
and girls, 

Racial justice advocacy, cross-cultural immersion 
experience, 

Award winning publications, 

Social media 

 

Sandy highlighted the following: 

Contact the WELCA staff to engage in Legacy Giving, 

Encouraged to purchase the Gather magazine for 
$19.95 a year.  There is now a smartphone app for 
the magazine, 

When we shop on Amazon .5% of the total can be 
donated to WELCA if you designate it, 

There is a new fund titled “Faithful Friends” where a 
monthly donation can be made from your debit or 
credit card.  It is not the size of the donation that 
counts, it is the intent of the donation, 

 

Sandy spoke of Katie’s Fund.  It is an ELCA endowment 
where every dollar goes to this fund.  The fund earns 
income which is used to support new ministries of global 
connections, leadership development and living theology.  

Katie’s Fund has been used for: 1. Advocacy training in 
human trafficking, 2. Scholarships for Young Womens 
leadership experience at the United Nations, 3. Sending 
young women to accompany global companions in Liberia.  
The fund had a balance of over $1M in 2014 and has grown 
to $1.2M.  The balance keeps going up which is a blessing.   

 

Reported by Shari Donley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Keynote Speaker:   

Dawn Smith Jordan 

Wow, what a testimony from our Keynote 
speaker.  Dawn Smith Jordan is a 
Christian, speaker, musician, singer/
songwriter, charting recording artist with 
Urgent Records, as well as an author.  She 
is a former Miss South Carolina and 2nd 
Runner-Up to Miss America (1986).  Dawn’s life changed on 
May 31, 1985 when her younger sister, Shari, was kidnapped 
and murdered just two days before her high school 
graduation.   God works marvelous things through HIS 
people and makes us stronger no matter how deep the 
tragedy, equals greater grace. 

Dawn titled her time with us at our convention “Keep 
Believing… Trusting in the Lord When You Don’t 
Understand.”  Her key scripture came from Proverbs 3:5-6 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on 
your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He will make your paths straight.”   This became Dawn’s 
life scripture as a result of the tragedy in her life.   Sharing 
the journey from her sister’s tragic death, to later losing her 
mother to cancer…Dawn’s focus in this session was on the 
four keys words found in this Scripture:  Trust, Lean, 
Acknowledge, and Direct. 

God has built a powerful message into the life of Dawn Smith 
Jordan.  Through her beautiful, original music, and her 
effective use of God’s Word, she shares the incredible highs 
and the devastating lows of her journey.  As Dawn was 
wrapping up her time she stated that we were Soul Sisters, 
we see that finish line different than a 5k and we press on. 

If you missed convention and our keynote speaker, you 
missed a powerful message on how God is implanted in us 
and we do not even know it until he is ready for us to shine.  
Always believe and know we are all here as sisters in Christ.   

Reported by Jennifer Nuovo 

 

Friday night Banquet Entertainment 

Joeli Mulligan, Speechless Ministries, provided 

entertainment at our banquet on Friday night. She is a 

dramatist, vocalist and speaker who uses humor to share her 

testimony. We enjoyed her monologue on cleaning out her 

trunk full of shoes and walking well in the shoes God has 

given us. She portrayed the excitement of a child heading to 

Disney World, and through music she 

revealed “the stuff that drives her crazy.” 

She beautifully incorporated the 

convention theme when she used her 

stories to reveal that in Christ we are 

made new. With God, nothing is wasted 

and he will breathe life into us anew. 

Joeli’s enthusiasm and real flair for the 

dramatic were delightful, and everyone 

Convention Highlights 
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“All Anew” is such a great theme for Young 
Women Guests who are relatively new to 
SC WELCA and eager to learn how it 
works.  

As the Young Women Guest coordinator, I 
had the honor of getting to know Macie 
Goodman from nearby Chapin. Macie will 

begin studying at the University of South Carolina in the 
fall and helps to spread the word about SC WELCA. She 
hopes to begin a WELCA group among the Lutheran 
campus ministry there.  

Together with the help of first-time guests Kristen 
Snelgrove, Elizabeth Coté , Amanda Baker Sease and 

Brenda Byrd, we performed a 
skit about being made new and 
fresh starts. The skit was an 
adaptation of a WELCA  article 
written by Jenny Michael, titled 
“The Do-Over”, in 2012. We felt 
it was a perfect illustration of 
starting anew in the way that 
baptism makes every new day 

a fresh start. 

We also got to experience some great camaraderie and 
discuss the challenges facing 
young women which may hinder 
them from participating in 
WELCA. We came up with a few 
good ideas for increasing the 
number of young women active in 
SC WELCA. It was wonderful 
working with this group of ladies 
and I’m excited to see what’s in 
store for next year. 

Best wishes and God’s peace, 

Meredith Jenkinson, Young 
Women Guests Coordinator 

 

 

Meredith Jenkinson, our young women guest coordinator 
led a group of 15 young women in discussion of the 
issues young WELCA face today. We talked about how 
to get young ladies active in church first, then invite and 
bring them to WELCA. The motto was “each one bring 
one” and keep an open line of communication with the 
young lady on a daily, weekly, and monthly basis. We 
discuss how much communication is important with 
young ladies of WELCA. The group had ideas about 
starting a Facebook page, Twitter, group texts, 
magazines, and Snapchat groups that communicate 
regularly. Then, maybe in a year, see how it is going and 
invite a visit to the conference or state level to get to 
know our other young WELCA ladies. We also discussed 
doing fun activities with other young WELCA ladies like a 
cooking class, 5K run, Habitat for Humanity, festivals on 
holidays, car washes, bake sales, dinner once a month 
together, a secret sister pal to pray for and give gifts on 
special occasions, to work with the older ladies in 
WELCA and let them teach us something and then they 

let us teach them something 
in return, prayer chain for the 
sick and needy, doing a 
cooking event for the 
homeless, mommy day out, 
working out together, and 
many more ideas. The young 
ladies said they would be 
interested in learning how and 
why we conduct our board meetings and conventions the 
way we do. They didn't know or understand our 
procedures. We also discussed the idea of maybe 
getting a young WELCA group started with 8th through 
12th graders because they can learn what WELCA is all 
about before they leave to go to college. We wanted 
them to learn what WELCA means, how we conduct 
business and how we give to others by our community 
service and projects. It was an amazing start of 
communication for the young WELCA ladies to gather 
our thoughts, ideas, and creative ways to start a Young 
Women WELCA group. I am proud of our conversation 
and how it inspired the young WELCA ladies to fulfill 
their call to serve in WELCA and our churches.  

 - Reported by Amanda Boatwright 

 

First-Time Guests   

Attending the 2017 SC Women of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Convention at St. Stephen’s in 
Lexington were three First-Timers.  
Ladies sponsored by the Board or 
their conference were: Doris 
Brumfield from Transfiguration, 
Cayce; Amanda Sease-Baker 
from St. Paul’s, Gilbert; and 
Christy Bryson from St. John’s, 
Walhalla. 

Each first-time guest is already a vital part of their home 
church family.  The convention began with an orientation 
to flag important pages in the Bulletin of Reports and to 
answer questions about the procedures of a WELCA 
convention.  This year our table was shared with the 
Young Women Guest and the Young Women Guest 
Coordinator. 

At our front row table, we shared laughter, questions, 
and experiences.  All the women participated in a variety 
of workshops.  One of our group volunteered to 
participate in the Young Women Guest skit.  The first-
time guests ushered at the closing worship service.   

After observing that all the nominated candidates for the 
Board were “Over 60,” one First-Time Guest offered her 
name and contact information to Elsa Hope to serve the 
state organization in some way next year. 

Start planning now to nominate a First-Time Guest from 
your congregation next year.  If WELCA wishes to 
increase participation by younger women, it falls to us to 
invite and encourage them in the growth of our 
organization. 

 –  Reported by Dianne J. Pitts 

YWG and FTG at Convention 
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Margaret, 
I was so excited to hear about the 
generosity of the SCWELCA. Their 
donation will certainly help improve 
the living condition of the villagers in 
the South Western Diocese. Here is the 
thank you note for the wonderful 
donation: 
On behalf of the FEMA women and 
Mama Ala, I would like to thank the 
SCWELCA women for their generous 
donation toward the Farm Project to 
assist with farming needs for 
the villagers of the South 
Western Diocese. This 
wonderful donation could not 
have come at a better time as 
the women of the diocese 
will be preparing for the new crop 
season. Your generous donation will 
assist needy family in getting seeds and 
planting supplies that will hopefully 
allow them to have a good growing 
season. Your donation will result in 
food for many families. Thank you for 
your giving hearts allowing for an 
improved quality of life for the villagers 
in the South Western Dioceses. 
 
Thanks, 
Cathy Milejczak for the Tanzania FEMA 
Farming Project  

Thank You Notes from Project Recipients 
Hello Margaret, 

Thank you again for all the kind donations 
you have presented to SCCADVASA. Please 
find below a thank you note from our 
Executive Director, Sara Barber: 

On behalf of the South Carolina Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence and Sexual 
Assault, I would like to thank the Women of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
for the generous donations we received at 
their annual conference. Domestic violence 
and sexual assault are crimes that severely 
impact the lives of thousands of individuals 
and the communities in which they live. This 
year, the Women of the ELCA learned more 
about these complex issues at their annual 

meeting and collected donations of 
goods and gift cards totaling 
$10,240 for the organizations 
working with victims and 
survivors. The South Carolina 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Assault will 
distribute the donations to its 

twenty-two member organizations who 
provide safety and healing in every 
community across the state. Your generous 
donations will provide essential support to 
this life-saving work.   

Please let me know if you need anything else. 
Again, we can’t thank you enough! 

Warmest regards, 

Valerie R. Ekue, Ed.D. 

Director of Member Support and Community 
Justice 

South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Assault 

t: 803-256-2900| f: 803-661-7327 

vekue@sccadvasa.org 

 

 

mailto:vekue@sccadvasa.org
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2017 WELCA Triennial Convention 

Reported by Becky Koch 

Just over 300 voting members gathered in Minneapolis for the Women of the ELCA 

Tenth Triennial Convention, July 11–13, 2017, to do the business of the churchwide 

women’s organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The voting 

members from South Carolina Region 9C were Gwen Furcron, Becky Koch, Marsha 

Mikell, Mary Soltis, and Rev. Jackie Utley. 

The theme for the convention and the gathering, “All Anew,” reverberated 

throughout the convention center all week. We celebrated this theme in worship and 

song. One of the highlights of the convention was the State of the ELCA report 

given by The Reverend Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the ELCA. She 

stressed the need to end Human Trafficking, praised the “PV for Phebe” project, and 

expressed gratitude for the millions of dollars contributed for World Hunger. She emphasized that we are not a dying 

Church, we are a changing Church.  

In business sessions, the voting members of the Women of the ELCA: 

• Acted to affirm the ELCA’s repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery and encourage education and relationship building. 

• Referred to the 2017–2020 Executive Board consideration of budgetary support for Today’s Dream: Tomorrow’s Reality 
(TDTR) anti-racism programming. 

• Resolved to raise awareness of the tainted water in Flint, Michigan, and/or offer tangible support to the people in Flint. 

• Rejected the memorial to lower the number of Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO) elected board members to three. 

• Resolved to support the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child and clearly condemn all forms of corporal 
punishment of children. 

• Resolved to educate and act to reduce domestic abuse and violence and help survivors recover. 

• Resolved to encourage all participants to hold in prayer the Bible Women of India. 

• Resolved to establish July 11–February 4, 2018, as a time of prayer in ELCA congregations to end human trafficking, 
and to work in cooperation with other agencies, task forces and groups to end human trafficking and support its victims. 

• Resolved to “go green” at the Eleventh Triennial Convention and Gathering in 2020, encouraging voting members and 
participants to reduce waste by using their personal electronic devices instead of paper and by bringing reusable cups 
and refillable water bottles. 

• Resolved to support the leadership needs in the ELCA by encouraging women to seek ordination as “ministers of word 
and sacrament” and “ministers of word and service,” and to promote support for the ELCA Fund for Leaders. 

• Requested the executive board constitutional committee consider a constitutional change to allow up to two SWO board 
members to be from the same congregation. 

• Unanimously approved the 2018 budget of $3,123,231. 
 

2017-2020 Churchwide Executive Board 

A new Board which includes 4 officers and 17 board members was elected. The 

officers are: President: Lisa Plorin, North Dakota; Vice President: Becky Shurson, 

Oregon; Secretary: Freddie Jordan, Ohio; Treasurer: Anna Sarver, Pennsylvania. 

Lisa’s enthusiasm and energy were evident, and we look for positive change and 

renewal.  

Convention Offering – WOW! This offering is proof that the God who makes all things new is at work through the 

Women of the ELCA. 

Of the $48,092.47 collected for the Tenth Triennial Convention offering, half will support the “PV for Phebe” project 

providing solar energy to Phebe Hospital in rural Liberia, and half will be used for Women of the ELCA ongoing ministries. 

Of the total, $10,539.47 was collected at opening worship and $37,553 was sent by congregational units and individuals.  

The voting members were honored to represent SC WELCA at the 2017 Triennial Convention. We feel confident that the 
churchwide organization will continue to provide the leadership needed to fulfill our mission and purpose as we act boldly 
on our faith in Jesus Christ. 
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Having attended this year’s Triennial Convention and 
Gathering will be most memorable for me. I find that following 
on the heels of the legislative matters at the Triennial 
Convention, the Gathering is so appropriately named. What a 
privilege it was to be counted in the number of well over 
3,000 Lay Women of the ELCA; “gathered” together in one 
place for a common good. It was in deed an honor to be one of 
few female clergy in attendance, which included Bishop Eaton. 
It was such a phenomenal coming together with women of like 
hearts and minds, from all parts of the country. The worship, 
workshops and recreation was like a revival, in which we 
were all renewed and spiritually stirred to continue doing 
God’s mission in the world. It makes me very proud to be a 
woman of the ELCA. 

The Rev. Jackie Utley, 

Ascension Lutheran Church, Pastor  

 

After two long days serving as a voting member of at the 
Triennial Convention, I was ready to switch gears. The 
Gathering continued the theme of “All Anew” and provided 
that change. The Gathering offered many opportunities to join 
over 3,000 Lutheran women in fellowship and growth. Over 
1,300 of those women were first-timers! Who says we are not 
growing?? We enjoyed visiting the Ra’ah Village exhibit area 
where we had a chance to shop and participate in servant 
events. Elsa Hope and I attended an event sponsored by the 
ELCA Community Development Services Program. The 
Program assists congregations in addressing poverty and 
social justice issues and how to access the Domestic Hunger 
Grants Program. Our task was to design a weekly meal plan 
for a family of 5 with a budget of $30.00. We soon realized this 
would not be possible without the help of free breakfast and 
lunch the children received at school and other food 
assistance programs. 

Workshops, speakers, worship, the National Lutheran Choir 
concert, a bus tour of the Twin Cities, and film screenings 
were a few of the activities I enjoyed during the Gathering. I 
returned home “All Anew” with new eyes and new ears to see 
and hear the people locally and globally who are calling us to 
act boldly on our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Reported by Becky Koch 

 

I have just returned from Minneapolis- attending the tenth 
Triennial Gathering of Gathering Women of the ELCA.  It was a 
wonderful time of renewal and refreshment, but also a time to 
reflect back.  You see, I attended my first Triennial Gathering 
back in 1996-in Minneapolis.  And, I was hooked.  I attended 
every one since then except the one in Charlotte in 2014. 
There's just something about coming together with a group of 
a few (thousand) Lutheran women that is like a family 
reunion and vacation, while being a meaningful retreat, all in 
one.  This time, my daughter Rebecca was a first time 
attendee.   It was wonderful to see the gathering again 
through fresh eyes.  And you guessed it- she is hooked.  She 
has already decided that she will be there in Phoenix in 2020 
(with a few of her friends).   

Diane Wicker   

 

What a powerful and 
inspirational speech given 
by Leymah Gbowee, 
keynote speaker for the 
2017 attended by over 
3,000 Women of the ELCA 
(All states and 12 foreign 
countries were 
represented.)  Mrs. 
Gbowee was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2011.  She is a 
peace activist, and ELCA International Leaders Scholarship 
recipient.  As a peace activist, Mrs. Gbowee is known for 
rallying thousands of praying women in the streets of Liberia, 
Africa and credited with paving the way for bringing an end to 
the second civil war in her country. She shared her life’s 
journey which had times of brutality,  oppression, and 
challenges beyond imagination. Yet she displays 
determination and a formidable strength – her face a 
reflection of hope and the love she carries in her heart for 
humanity.  Her life’s work today continues as an advocate for 
the education of young women as well as addressing their 
health and livelihood needs. First, she credits her relationship 
with Jesus, her mother’s guidance “ingratitude is a sin”, 
advocates and fellow activists, and while she was getting her 
education - the Women of the ELCA who stood in her corner. 
Her life’s choices and the challenges she continues to face 
were right in line with the Triennial theme, “all anew.”  Her 
questions to attendees were “With whom is God asking us to 
align today? In whose corner are we being called to stand?”. 
Standing in the corner means “all the way, whatever it takes, 
together -  to change the world” and reminding us that being 
“all anew” is “a daily process, ...a journey of understanding…a 
way of life” by “getting down on your knees each morning in 
prayer and getting up spiritually refreshed to go out and 
touch people’s lives.”  She closed asking everyone stand up, to 
link arms – reminding us that “God call us to be in line with 
one another … for this is the only way that you can change this 
troubled world”. Leymah is the author of the book, Mighty Be 
Our Powers: How Sisterhood, Prayer and Sex Changed a Nation 
at War and tells her story in  the 2008  documentary film, 
Pray the Devil Back to Hell. 

Reported by Elsa Hope 

 

 

REFLECTIONS OF THE GATHERING—2017 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pray_the_Devil_Back_to_Hell
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DAILY GRACE 

GOD LEAVES CLUES 
To discern what God would have us do, we need to constantly learn 
more about God and how God works. When we don’t read the 
Scriptures more fully, as well as other books that help us expand our 
childhood understandings of God, we’re left with a God that is too 
small, too boxed-in, to be a good partner in discernment. God works in 
more ways than we can imagine. If Moses hadn’t been open to God 
working in all sorts of ways, he might not have recognized God in the 
burning bush. So we need to continue to expand our horizons, not only 

be reading but by looking for God’s guidance in art, music, film and even the objects 
and creatures in nature. God leaves clues about right living all over the place. 
This message is adapted from the resource “Listening to God: A Guide to 
Discernment,” written by Debra Farrington. 
 

STAY CONNECTED 

There are so many ways that Women of the ELCA can stay connected; 
Daily Grace, Gather magazine, Interchange, Café, Bold Connections 

The Ripple 

All of these publications may be accessed from our SC WELCA website—
www.scwelca.org. 

Join us on our Facebook group  -  SC Women of the ELCA 

Sherry Fowler, Editor 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/

