
THE RIPPLE   A publication of the SC Women of the ELCA 

 

The Ripple 
   Fall 2017 Published by South Carolina Women of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

Expanding the Circle of SC Women of the ELCA 

Inside This Issue 

The President’s Page ..................... 2 
Vice President’s Corner ................. 3 
Treasurer’s Report ........................ 3 
From the Secretary ....................... 4 
Mission: Action ............................. 5 
Mission: Community ..................... 6 

Mission: Growth  ........................... 7 
Conference Meetings .................... 8 
Convention Project………….………..10 
Convention Registration .............. 11 
YWG/FTG Nomination ................. 13 
Convention Workshops ............... 15 

Nominating Committee .............. 16 
Nomination Form ....................... 17 
SC WELCA Directory .................... 19 
Ripple Editor ............................... 20 

 

Christ, Be Our Light  
SC WELCA 2018 CONVENTION 

JUNE 8 & 9, 2018 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COLUMBIA, SC 

THEME:  "CHRIST, BE OUR 

LIGHT"   

(ELW #715) 

JOHN 8:12   “AND JESUS SPOKE 

TO THEM, SAYING,     ‘I AM THE 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD; HE WHO 

FOLLOWS ME WILL NOT WALK IN 

DARKNESS, BUT WILL HAVE THE 

LIGHT OF LIFE.’” RSV 
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President’s Corner 
 

Fall 2017 has been a time of turmoil and unrest 

for many of God’s people. While videos portray 

the damage and devastation from hurricanes, 

earthquakes, and violence, they also show the 

“helpers.” Mister Rogers, host of the children’s 

television show wrote, "When I was a boy and I 

would see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me, 'Look 

for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.’ There are 

still so many helpers — so many caring people in this world." God is 

present in the doctors and nurses, police, EMS personnel, and the 

neighbors. These are the people – the heroes - who represent HOPE. 

 

In John 8:12 Jesus says, “I am the light of the world; he who follows 

me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” This year 

SC WELCA will strive to be God’s “helpers” by responding to Jesus' 

calling to reflect his light through local and global projects. Our theme 

and hymn (#715 ELW) is “Christ, Be Our Light.” We are called to be 

God’s living voice for those seeking basic needs.  

 
Fall conference meetings provide opportunities to answer God's 
call to serve his people living in darkness. Please take a moment 
to read about ways we addressed local and global needs through 
our conferences. As an organization, SC WELCA sent $1,000 to 
Lutheran Disaster Response to support the victims of the recent 
hurricanes. We are acting boldly on our faith at the 
congregational, conference, and state levels.  
 
Board members are excited about our local (Lutheran Services 
Carolinas) and global (Tanzania) convention projects as well as 
the weekend of “Awe and Wonder” at Camp Kinard in February. 
We hope you will participate in our new column, the 
Congregation Corner by submitting news about your WELCA 
group. 
 
As we go about our daily activities, let's take the time to Be Kind and to 

Love One Another. As we move into the season of Thanksgiving, let's Sing 
Hallelujah! and Praise His Name because Christ Is the Light of the World! 

 
Grateful for Grace, 
Becky 

We are honored to have a work of art 
grace the cover of the 2018 Bulletin 
of Reports from one of South 
Carolina’s favorite watercolor artists, 
Anne Hightower-Patterson White.  
An award-winning artist and popular 
art instructor, she was raised in Mt. 
Pleasant, SC.  Her lifelong passion 
for painting began when she was 

twelve years old. Anne earned a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree in 

Studio Art from the University of 
South Carolina and a Master’s in 
Education. Following her retirement 
from the public school system, Anne 
turned to painting full-time and 
teaches classes and workshops in the 
Columbia area and throughout the 
Southeast. She is a member of St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church in 
Prosperity. 

Christ, Be Our Light  
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Treasurer’s Report 

As of September 30, 2017, we have received $20,180 in Regular Offerings, 65% of which is 

sent to Churchwide each quarter.   

Our Joy Offerings for ELCA Good Gifts, allocated as each Congregational Unit (CU) specifies, 

are broken down into the following broad categories:  Where needed most $3,737, World 

Hunger $2,529, Disaster Response International $218, Global Missions $24.  In addition, 

the CU have given $821 to Thankofferings, $67 to Katie’s Fund, $241 to SC Synod for 

Disaster Relief.  

In response to the recent hurricanes we have sent $1,700 to Lutheran Disaster Response and $400 to the 

Caribbean Synod for hurricane relief.  In addition to all of these gifts, we have already received $553 towards our 

2018 global convention project to raise $10,000 for Tanzania - to replace furnishing for the girl’s dormitories 

damaged by fire.  

The women of our Synod are truly remarkable in their support of our sisters around the world.   

May God continue to bless us so that we can be a blessing to others. 

Rachel Quesada 

Vice President’s Corner 
As your Vice President one of my duties is to Chair our Convention.  The 

convention will be at Redeemer Lutheran in Columbia, SC on June 8-9, 2018.  

The THEME for the convention will be “Christ, Be Our Light“ and based on the 

scripture John 8:12 “then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of 

the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the 

Light of life.” 

The board is excited about the PROJECT this year, as we hope you will be too.  We are going to be working 

with Lutheran Services Carolinas.  Please make sure to refer to the section in The Ripple for Mission Action 

as you will find the details for the items that we will be collecting for this project.   This committee has been 

busy getting our project together.  Let’s show our support. 

REGISTRATION FORM for the convention is included in this edition of The Ripple and is also available on the 

website.  Hotel and workshop information is also included on the registration form.  Please submit your 

registration form by the deadline and make hotel reservations by May 8th to get the group rate.  We are 

offering WORKSHOPS on a variety of topics.  You will have an opportunity to attend three workshops on 

Friday, so be sure to mark your choices on your registration form.   

2017 Convention Staff Chair:  Jennifer Nuovo  Co-Chair: Mary Soltis  Churchwide Rep:  TBA 

Registrar:  Sherry Sheppard  Asst Registrar:  Kaye Heins  Mission Action Chair:  Amanda Boatwright 

Keynote Speaker:  Pastor Mary Finklea Parliamentarian: Carolyn Torrence  Photographer:  Amanda West Cruse  

Song Leader: Sara Coffman  Banquet Entertainment:     Chaplain: Pastor Jackie Utley   

Musician/Organist: Melissa Sizemore    Nominating Committee Chair:  Linda Griffith 

Young Women Guests Coord:  Kristin Snelgrove  First Timer Guests Coord:  Dianne Pitts 

Technology Coordinator: Pat George   Conference Coord: Coastal (Donna Weatherholtz) 

Host Church Pastor:  Pastor Gary Loadholdt  Epiphany (Dana Lee), and Amelia (Martha Emily Shirer) 

 

Your sister in Christ,      Jennifer Nuovo 
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From the Secretary 
  

The first SC WELCA Board Meeting was held August 12, 2017 at Emmanuel Lutheran 

Church,  West Columbia. The minutes for the meeting will be posted on the website once 

they are approved by the Board at our next scheduled meeting in November.  In the 

meantime, here are the highlights - more details can be found in this issue: 

• The Rev. Eric Wolf, Assistant to the Bishop, expressed the appreciation and gratitude 

for the meal provided by the Board for the first night of the Region 9 Bishop’s School held 

at Camp Kinard. 

• Artwork from Anne Hightower-Patterson White will be used for the cover of the BOR. 

• Camp Kinard retreat (February 9-10, 2018) will have Rev. Bruce Booher as the Bible Study leader for 

Mystery, Awe, and Wonder in Faith and Science.  

• VP Jennifer Nuovo gave the convention 2018 progress status update. 

• Linda Griffith is the 2018 Nominating Chair.  Positions for vote are: President (ecclesiastical), Treasurer, 

and 4 board members. 

• SC WELCA Board submitted a request for a $2,000 grant from the Mission Endowment Fund to replace 

furnishings for the Itamba Secondary School dormitories, Tanzania project. 

• Mission Action made a motion for Lutheran Services Carolinas to be the local project and Tanzania Itamba 

Secondary School Dormitories to be the global project. Motion passed. 

• The Ripple and SC WELCA website reports were given. Mission Community Chair Mary Soltis will create a 

“Congregation Corner” for the Ripple. 

• Committee assignments were announced; fall conference gathering dates, locations and attendance by 

board members identified, Mission area Committees Goals were presented; committee members, Shari 

Donley and Sarah Cheesman, will update SWO Goals for 2017-2018.   

 

The next Board Meeting will be held November 18, 2017, 10:00 a.m.  at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

Columbia. 

Respectfully Submitted,                                                                                                                                 

Elsa Hope 

A reminder to send your congregation unit 

leader/officer changes or updates to me.  My 

address and email are listed in the Synodical 

Board List portion in this Ripple. 

SC WELCA Receives $2,000 from the SC Synod 

The Board is pleased to announce that SC WELCA has received $2,000 from the SC 
Synod Mission Endowment Fund. Money from this fund may be used for “expressions of 
God’s love in the world.” These funds will assist with providing the furnishings for the 
Itamba Secondary School dormitories in Tanzania which were damaged by fire. Our goal 
is to raise $10,000 which is the estimated cost of these furnishings. This $2,000 will 
certainly help, but we still have a long way to go. Your donations will be greatly 
appreciated and will help us reach this goal. 
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CONFERENCE DATE AND TIME HOST CHURCH 

#1 Foothills TBA University Lutheran, Clemson 

#2 Upstate No Spring Meeting  

#3 Epiphany TBA  

#4 Amelia No Spring Meeting  

#5 Heartland Sunday, April 22 Mt. Tabor, Little Mountain 

#6 Midlands No Spring Meeting  

#7 Coastal Saturday, March 17 St. Luke’s, Summerville 

#8 Saxe-Gotha Sunday, March 18 Sandy Run Lutheran, Swansea 

#9 Western Sunday, March 18, 3:00 PM Cedar Grove, Leesville 

The work of WELCA women statewide is an inspiring and uplifting display of what we 
can do to make a difference in the lives of so many  groups and those in need.  At the 
Fall 2017 Conference meetings, guest speakers not only spoke about those in need but 
also educated women on the ways they could help.  

 

A total of 322 ladies attended the meetings and $3679.50 was donated to the following 
groups: 

Foothills: Lutheran Services Carolinas for Kinard Manor and to Lutheran World 

  Relief for hurricane disaster relief 

Upstate: Switch, Shining Light on Human Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation  

Epiphany: Katie’s Fund 

Amelia: Lutheran Disaster Response and to Tanzania  

Heartland: Sistercare 

Midlands: Lutheran Disaster Relief Fund for hurricane disaster relief 

Coastal: Lutheran Disaster Response 

Saxe-Gotha: The Backpack program at Transfiguration Lutheran 

Western:  The Women’s Shelter, Columbia (monetary donation as well as 

  household gifts) 

 

Community Committee Goals 2017-2018: 

 Promote SCWELCA website/Facebook page. 

 Promote use of WELCA provided Bible studies. 

 Promote and create awareness and understanding of the refugees and immigrants 
in South Carolina. 

 Promote and focus the World Day of Prayer (March 2, 2018). 

 Encourage congregations to host WELCA Day / Bold Women’s Day (February 25, 
2018) events. 

 Start up a Congregation Corner for Ripple where congregations can share 
experiences and ideas.  

 

Your Sisters in Christ, 

Mary Soltis (Chair)  

Merri Lewis 

Karen Freeman (Facebook) 
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Welcome to 

the 

Congregation 

Corner! 

 

Have you ever wanted to invite churches, not just in your 

conference to a WELCA event at your church?  

Have you had a successful fund raiser or community event that 

you want to share with the state in hopes of inspiring others?  

Then this is your space!  

You can share thoughts and ideas, events and milestones. 

Whether it is to gain support from churches statewide or just to 

inspire other WELCA congregational units.  

Send a short message via email to Mary Soltis at 

Irmogirl2004@yahoo.com with the subject line “Congregation 

Corner”. And remember to include your church’s name and city 

and list any addresses and contact information if it applies.  

 

Example: Big thank you to all of the Fall 2017 conference host 

churches and speakers for opening your doors and opening our 

hearts and minds. We look forward to seeing you again soon! – 

SC WELCA Board Members.  

 

Mission Growth is a ministry that deals with our relationship with God.  The Mission Growth 

committee for 2017 – 2018 is committed to continue to grow in our faith and in our sisterhood 

with activities driven by the following goals: 

Encourage women to attend retreats at Camp Kinard, the Isle of Palms and the Wild 

Women weekend at Lutheridge by providing information and publicizing activities.  

Promote awareness of the 2020 Triennial convention in Phoenix, Arizona. 

Provide information that encourages the building of relationships between generations 

through mentoring.  

Support and promote ELCA church-wide efforts to address natural disasters, human 

trafficking, domestic violence and hunger. 

The Camp Kinard retreat will be held on February 9 – 10, 2018.  It will be a time for 

fellowship, meals, and a weekend of Awe and Wonder as we explore the heavens that were 

made by God for us.  Brochures and a flyer have been distributed by  the conference liaisons 

during the fall conferences.   A special thanks to the Board and to Agnes and Sallie Folk for 

organizing this special event. Registration is available below and on the SCWELCA website.  

The Isle of Palms retreat will be held at the Isle of Palms in April 2018.  There will be meals, 

another dynamic Bible Study by Ada Arthur and reflection time.  A special thanks to Agnes 

and Sallie Folk for organizing this retreat and facilitating the logistics.  

Your Sisters in Christ,   

 Shari Donley, Chair     Gwen Furcron, Dianne Lominick,  Agnes Folk, and Sallie Folk 

Camp Kinard Retreat, February 9 - 10, 2018

(1 per person) PLEASE KEEP A COPY FOR YOUR

RECORDS.  Fee includes meals, breaks, lodging

and materials.           PLEASE PRINT

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

City/ST/Zip: _________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________

eMail: ______________________________________

Congregation: _______________________________

City: _______________________________________

Conference: ________________________________

Special Dietary Needs: _______________________

___________________________________________

Cost:  $75 per person (Overnight)

             $40 per person (Day with meals)

*Please make checks payable to Agnes Folk. 

Send registrations with payment to:

             Agnes Folk, Registrar, (843) 662-1210

     2938 Larkspur Road, Florence, SC  29501-5010
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The Mission Action Committee is excited about the 31st Annual Convention of SC Women of the ELCA to be 
held June 8-9, 2018. We hope you are too and that you will respond to Christ's light through our convention 
projects. 

 

Mission Action Goals are to enable women to articulate and act upon their faith as disciples of Jesus Christ in all 
areas of life. Our goals for 2017-2018 are: 

-We will support and promote the 2017-2018 SWO goals. 

-Provide information about Lutheran Services Carolinas, three programs (Refugees Services, Host Home for 
Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities, and Transitioning Out of Foster Care) via website 
to get a flow of information to the conferences and congregational units, and present information about the 
projects at the conference meetings. 

-Support a global outreach project for Tanzania women to help replace furnishings for dormitories damaged by 
fire. 

-Encourage and support SC WELCA Scholarships at LTSS through the Honorary Life and Memorial Recognition 
Program. 

-Submit a Ripple Action article covering our goals and project information. 

-Work with the convention host conferences to formulate and execute a plan for convention project. 

-Suggest a convention workshop and or keynote speaker about our local and global projects. 

 

As Women, we need to work together and support Lutheran Services Carolinas (formerly known as Lutheran 
Family Services) through three of their programs. They are Refugee Services, Host Homes for Individuals with 
Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities, and Transitioning Out of Foster Care. Stay tuned-expansion and 
enhancement of these programs will be the focus of Lutheran Services Carolinas Love One Another Campaign, 
authorized by the SC Synod to launch in 2018. 

Refugee Services—LSC has close to 25 years of experience welcoming refugees in South Carolina. In 2016, 
282 refugees from such countries as Eritrea, Democratic of Republic of the Congo, Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Myanmar/Burma were served in South Carolina. LSC case managers, along with community partners, work with 
extensively vetted, newly arrived refugees to arrange housing, provide cultural education and assist with stable 
employment, which will be key to achieving self-sufficiency. In addition, LSC provides care for unaccompanied 
children. 

Host Homes for Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities - LSC operates 10 safe and 
supportive residential training homes for up to 40 individuals with significant intellectual and/or developmental 
challenges, such as autism, Down syndrome, and cerebral palsy. These homes offer each resident the 
opportunity to live in the community in a home-like environment under the supervision of qualified and trained 
staff. Residents receive individualized support services and training in the development of basic living skills and 
are encouraged to become involved in community activities. In addition, LSC currently operates 23 host homes 
for individuals with less severe disabilities. Host homes each serve one adult who lives with a host family to 
receive loving support and care. 

Transitioning Out of Foster Care—In 2016, LSC protected 137 children in 27 South Carolina counties from 
abuse and neglect through family foster care and therapeutic foster care. More than 80% were served through 
therapeutic foster care, which offers specialized services for youth who often have emotional or behavioral 
challenges as a result of the traumatic experiences they have endured in their short lives. LSC works closely 
with foster families to help achieve safety, permanency and well-being for all the children it serves. 

Our Convention Global project will support the project to help replace furnishings for girls' dormitories damaged 
by fire. We have set a goal to raise $10,000 to replace furnishings for these dormitories-a lofty goal for 
sure, but when have you known SC Women of the ELCA to think small? 

Another way to show Christ’s Light is to support the Honorary Life and Memorial Recognition Program. 
Honor a woman, man, or young person in your congregation who is always there when needed. 
Memorial recognition may be made in memory of someone who has died and who had a positive impact 
on you or your church during their lifetime.  The recipient will receive a certificate and a pin. Proceeds go 
the SC Women of the ELCA Scholarship Fund at the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. An 
application is on the WELCA website or another way is to contact Virginia Herlong, 813 Sliver Point 
Road, Chapin, SC 29036; email: vherlong@ss.rr.com; or phone: (803) 932-0155 at home, (803) 206-2493 on 
cell. 

Amanda Boatwright (chair)  

Committee Members: Margaret Shirer, Sarah Cheeseman, Jennifer Nuovo, Virginia Herlong,                     

Host Conference Coordinators—Dana Lee, Donna Weatherholtz, and Martha Emily Shirer 

mailto:vherlong@ss.rr.com
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Fall Conference Gatherings...more info and pictures on the web at www.scwelca.com 

The Epiphany conference held their fall conference at Cross and Crown in Florence on October 21st.  

There were a total of 15 ladies -9 from congregational units, 4 board members and 2 guests in attendance. 

Coordinator Dana Lee conducted the meeting with Shari Donley giving the devotion on Martin Luther’s 

famous hymn “A Mighty Fortress is our God”; Shari also gave greetings from the board as the conference 

liaison. After the business portion the units gathered talked about unit updates and ministries. After a 

salad and baked potato lunch, speaker Dr. Susan McArver of the Lenoir-Rhyne University Columbia 

Campus (formerly Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary) gave a talk on Katie Luther and Martin and 

their lasting impact on not only the Protestant Reformation but also a marriage reformation. A donation of 

$109.50 was given to Katie’s Fund. The next meeting will be at St. James, Sumter in Fall 2018.  

The Foothills conference held their fall meeting at Immanuel Lutheran in Greenwood on September 

30th. A total of 39 women were in attendance. Conference coordinator, Nancy Fulmer conducted 

the meeting. The speaker was Paul Evans who spoke about Kinard Manor which helps homeless 

veterans get back on their feet. A donation of $500 was given to Lutheran Services Carolinas for 

Kinard Manor and another $200 to Lutheran World Relief for hurricane disaster relief. Sarah 

Cheesman gave greetings from the state board. Lunch was served after the meeting with door prize 

table decorations.  The next meeting will be at University Lutheran in Clemson, date and time to be 

determined. 

The Midlands held their fall conference at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Irmo on September 24th. Mary Soltis 

of Bethlehem welcomed a total of 28 women including 4 board members and 2 guests. The devotion was on 

the Traveler’s Psalm (Psalm 121) as an introduction for the guest speaker Emily Richardson who spoke about 

her travels as part of the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission. Coordinator Emily Wright conducted the 

business portion of the meeting which included asking for nominations for officers to be voted on at the fall 

2018 meeting. Merri Lewis brought greetings from the board and young women coordinator Kristin Snelgrove 

encouraged the ladies present to reach out and invite a young woman to convention. A donation of $183 was 

sent to the Lutheran Disaster Relief Fund for hurricane relief.  After the meeting refreshments were served in 

the Fellowship hall by the Keisler circle of Bethlehem Lutheran.  

The Heartland fall conference was held at St. Paul in Pomaria on September 10th. A total of 67 

attended from 19 congregational units, with 6 board members and 4 pastors/guests. Misty Cooper 

from Sistercare shared information about domestic violence and how Sistercare provides support and 

services. A donation of $1,710 was given to Sistercare. Diane Lominick gave greetings from the board 

about 2018 Convention, retreats and available resources. Amanda Boatwright spoke about 

encouraging young women to attend convention. The Spring Fling will be held at Mount Tabor, Little 

Mountain April 22, 2018 and the fall meeting will be at St. Philip’s, Newberry Sept. 9, 2018 at 3:00pm.  

Saxe-Gotha held their fall meeting at Transfiguration Lutheran Church in Cayce on September 17th. Forty 
women from 8 congregational units gathered with 5 board members and 4 guests. Guest speaker was 
Martha Leonard of the Cayce Elementary Backpack Ministry who talked about the importance of the 
backpack program to the children and the great amount of help that Transfiguration provides. The offering 
of $220 was given to Transfiguration to be used in support of their backpack ministry. Refreshments were 
enjoyed by all during a break between the guest speaker and the business meeting. Ella Shumpert 
conducted the business portion of the meeting and started off by thanking the units who donated and help 
volunteer during the June 2017 convention. There was a request for volunteers for the nominating 
committee but it was determined that those positions would be filled at a later date. The spring meeting 
will be held at Sandy Run Lutheran Church in Swansea with Good Shepherd as a co-host on March 18, 2018 
at 3pm.  

Misty Cooper  

Paul Evans 

Emily Richardson 

Dr. Susan McArver 

Martha Leonard 



THE RIPPLE 9 A publication of the SC Women of the ELCA 

 

The Amelia conference held their meeting at Mt. Pleasant Lutheran in Ehrhardt on 

September 16th. There were a total of 43 ladies present with 34 from congregational 

units, 6 board members, and 3 pastors/guests. Rev. Rick Mason or Ehrhardt Parish 

welcomed everyone while coordinator Martha Emily conducted the meeting with Diane 

Wicker providing the devotional. The speaker was Cathy Milejczak, the companion 

synod coordinator for the Southwest Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tanzania. A donation of $200 was given to the Lutheran Disaster Relief Response and 

another $200 to Tanzania. Afterwards everyone enjoyed a light lunch provided by the 

women of Ehrhardt Parish churches. The next meeting will be Sept. 15, 2018 at Pine 

Grove Lutheran Church in Lone Star, registration will begin at 11:30am.  

The Coastal conference met at St. Mark’s on Isle of Palms on September 23rd. 

Twenty-two women from 5 congregational units along with 4 board members 

and 3 guests gathered for brunch and to hear speakers from Lutheran 

Hospice and Franke Home. Both speakers gave information on available 

options through their respective organizations and how they work with the 

Charleston community. Jennifer Nuovo gave greetings from the board and 

talked about Coastal being one of three conferences to host the 2018 convention. An offering of $135 was 

collected and it was decided to send the full amount to Lutheran Disaster Response for hurricane relief.  

The Upstate conference held their meeting at Joy Lutheran in Moore on October 22nd. 

There were 26 women from 2 congregational units, 3 Board members and 2 guests. The 

speaker was Beth Thomas of Joy who is also part of the awareness team with Switch, a 

non-profit organization that works to end human trafficking through awareness, 

prevention, intervention and restoration. After the offering was collected a donation of 

$222 was given to Switch. Mary Soltis brought greetings from the board and with the 

young woman coordinator Kristin Snelgrove, encouraged the ladies present to invite a 

young woman or first time guest to the state convention in June 2018. Next meeting is 

TBD.  

Western conference held their meeting at St. James Lutheran in Summit on Oct.ober15th. 

There were 42 women from 8 congregational units, 6 board members, 1 pastor and 1 guest 

speaker in attendance. Guests were welcomed by Pastor Gina Metze before conference 

coordinator Sebrena Matthews introduced speaker Kathy Riley. Kathy is a former nun from 

Boston who works with the Women’s Shelter in Columbia which helps get women off the 

streets. They provide a safe but structured environment. The Women’s Shelter is funded 

mostly by individuals, churches with a few grants and foundations.   A donation of $235, gifts 

of household cleaning items and food, two gift cards plus the extra table decoration 

mementos were given to the Women’s Shelter. Gwen Furcron gave greeting from the board 

which included information on the June 2018 convention as well as the retreats and Ripple. 

The devotion theme was “Fall into Jesus like you fall into Christmas”.  There were songs of 

thanksgiving as well as Christmas carols. Communion was served before breaking for 

refreshments and fellowship.  

Fall Conference Gatherings...continued 

Kathy Riley and Sebrena Matthews 

Cathy Milejczak 

Beth Thomas 
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Lutheran Services Carolinas is 

focusing on three programs in 

its “Love One Another” 

Campaign, which will launch 

in 2018:   

Refugee Services, Host Homes 

for Individuals with 

Developmental and/or 

Intellectual Disabilities, and 

Transitioning Out of Foster 

Care.   

Checks should be made payable to SC WELCA.  Feel free to donate as much as you like.  You may bring items at 

any time and you do not have to bring everything on the list.  Please pack all items in boxes.  Each box should be 

labeled with contents and with your church name and city.  A checklist will be included in the Winter issue of 

The Ripple.   

 

Linens and Other Supplies (New) 

Bath towels 

Kitchen towels 

Bed sheets (all sizes) 

Pillowcases 

Blankets 

School Supplies and Clothing 

Pens  

Pencils 

Journals 

Backpacks 

Socks of all sizes 

Baby Items 

Disposable Diapers 

Baby Wipes 

Toiletries 

Shampoo 

Soap 

Toothbrush 

Toothpaste 

Pads 

Tampons 

Razors 

Shaving Cream 

Hair Brushes 

Combs 

New Cleaning Supplies 

Paper Towels 

Toilet paper 

Bathroom cleaner 

Multipurpose cleaner 

Trash bags (13 gallon) 

Laundry detergent 

Sponges 

Dish soap 

Other 

Radio 
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Convention Workshops 
Craft/Service Project Workshop: Ella Shumpert   

This workshop will involve making a candle holder for you to keep and our service project will be button bracelets 
that will be suitable for our children in Tanzania.  The cost will be by donation only.  Without Jesus we all walk in 
darkness.   This workshop will be offered at 10:00 am, 3:30 pm, and  4:30 pm. 

 
 

Bachata Dancing:  Lisette Martinez 
Bachata is a style of dance that originated in the Dominican Republic. It is danced widely all over the world but not 
identically. The basics to the dance are three-step with a Cuban hip motion, followed by a tap including a hip movement 
on the 4th beat.    This workshop will be offered at 10:00 am, 3:30 pm, and 4:30 pm. 

 

 Bridging the Gap:   Kristin Snelgrove 
This workshop will be for the young and young at heart. For the young, it will be an opportunity to discuss what you are 
looking for in WELCA and what WELCA can do to help you grow in your faith and become more involved in your faith 
community. For the young at heart, it will be an opportunity to find out from the source how you can encourage young 
women to join you in fellowship. It will also be a chance to share the ways WELCA has impacted your life and why being 
involved with it is not just important, but rewarding as well.   This workshop will be offered at 10:00 am, 3:30 pm, and 
4:30 pm.  

 

Sharing Our Light:  We are the Church Together:  Rev. Eric Wolf  
This workshop will discuss what it means that we are a synod together, ministries and initiatives going on in South Carolina, 
and how we are each part of and active in what it means to be Church together. The goal is to develop a deeper 
understanding of the connectedness of individuals and congregations as the synod together so that we can be advocates for 
the ministries we share. Using short videos, articles, and conversation in large and small groups, we will work to discern 
ways that God is calling each of us into ministries that match our time and talents and draw connections between what our 
congregations, synod, and churchwide expressions of God’s Church are doing.  This workshop will be offered at 10:00 am, 
3:30 pm and 4:30 pm. 

 

Bad Girls of the Bible – what we can learn from them:  Pastor Jane Mitcham 
In this workshop we will look at the stories of two women of the Bible, Eve and the unnamed woman at the well, and see how 
their stories inform the lives of women today.   This workshop will be offered at 10:00 am, 3:30 pm and 4:30 pm. 

 

Thrivent:  Generous Living with Elements of Living Wisely:  Micah Velilla 
Join us as we explore deeper generous living through the lenses of maximizing retirement and creating a meaningful 
legacy. We will touch on the balance between enjoying the fruits of your labor and making an impact through charity, 
as well as strategies for wealth transfer that empower the next generation to continue building the kingdom.    This 
workshop is offered at 10:00 am,  3:30 pm, and 4:30 pm. 

 

In the Potter’s Hand:  Roger Clark 
This workshop will be presented as a scripture based object lesson incorporating  
spiritual truths along with practical explanation of my work as a studio potter.  My purpose is glorifying Christ, while creating 
a beautiful vessel on the potter’s wheel, and being inspirational and entertaining.  This workshop will be offered at 10:00 am, 
3:30 pm and 4:30 pm.     
 

Lutheran Catholic Dialogue:  Pastor Mary Finklea 
“From Conflict to Communion” states “As the commemoration in 2017 brings joy and gratitude to expression, so must it also 
allow room for both Lutherans and Catholics to experience the pain over failures and trespasses...” This workshop will 
provide an overview of Lutheran-Catholic dialogue of the past fifty years through discussion about areas of agreement and 
areas where there is still work to be done. Join Pastor Finklea as we learn more about division and unity in the body of Christ.  

 
Churchwide Representative:  TBA 
Please join our Churchwide Representative for a Bible Study and a time of sharing. She will bring updates from the Chicago office and will have 
time for a question and answer session. 
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SC Women of the ELCA Goals for 2017 - 2018 
The 2017-2018 goals for SC Women of the ELCA are based on the Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement. An 
expanded version, which has specific goals for each section, may be found on the SC WELCA website. 

 
"Community of Women" – We are a group of women created in the image of God and empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
We are called to develop and engage an inclusive movement to bring all women into fellowship and ministry for 
community.  

"Disciples of Jesus Christ" – We are followers of Jesus who strive to live in the way of Christ. 

"Grow in Faith" - Sharing together brings a deeper understanding of who God calls us to be and do. 
"Affirm our Gifts" – Led by the Holy Spirit, engage in a discernment process of our best gifts and use these gifts - gifts 
of knowing, gifts of doing, gifts of speaking - to serve God and serve others. 

"Support one another in our callings" – Provide financial support and offer opportunities for women to grow in 
knowledge, to follow God’s will. 

"Engage in Ministry and Action" – We respond to discipleship by serving others. 

“Promote Healing and Wholeness” – United in love, we are called to act with justice, which is faith in action. 

NEWS FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

HELLO TO ALL OUR SISTERS IN CHRIST….The time is here—WE NEED NOMINATIONS!  This year’s 
Nominating Committee is looking for anyone who is willing to serve!  We need ten nominees for five positions.  We will 
be electing a treasurer and four board members.  The Board meets four times yearly (usually on a Saturday), plus 
convention. Board members act as liaisons for the conferences and serve on one of the three committees. Officers and 
board members are elected for two year terms. 

 

Here’s an idea of how the current Board is made up statewide and our plan is to be all inclusive; therefore, we are 
interested in persons willing to serve from any conference with specific emphasis on the ones that are not represented:  
#1 Foothills – Rachel Quesada and Becky Koch (2); #2 Upstate – (0); #3 Epiphany – *Shari Donley (1); #4 Amelia – 
*Margaret Shirer (1); #5 Heartland – Dianne Lominick, Elsa Hope, and Sarah Cheesman (3); #6 Midlands – Gwen 
Furcron, Mary Soltis, and Merri Lewis (3); #7 Coastal – (0); #8 Saxe Gotha – Jennifer Nuovo (1); #9 Western – Amanda 
Boatwright (1).  *indicates they are not eligible for Board but are for officer. 

 

As you can see, we have no one from Upstate or Coastal at present.  We would very much like to have at least one or 
two names for nomination from each.  If you or someone you know, is interested, please let us know.  Contact 
information for the specific conferences is below: 

 

Judy Lybrand – Conferences 1 (Foothills), 2 (Upstate), and 5 (Heartland) 

864-576-8217 OR brentandjudyL@att.net 

 

Diane Wicker – Conferences 3 (Epiphany), 4 (Amelia), and 7 (Coastal) 

843-538-5618 OR thewickers@lowcountry.com 

 

Linda Griffith – Conferences 6 (Midlands), 8 (Saxe Gotha), and 9 (Western) 

803-920-3975 OR lindagriffith2@aol.com 

 

In addition to including a Nomination Form for board members or treasurer, please include a picture as all information 
will go into the Bulletin of Reports. The duties of each position are outlined in our Constitution.  (The Constitution and a 
Nomination Form may be downloaded from our website—www.scwelca.org)  These positions carry a bit of 
responsibility as well as a great opportunity to serve Our Lord through SC Women of the ELCA. The deadline for 
nominations to be sent to the nominating committee is MARCH 26, 2018.  

 

Please continue to pray for our Board.   

 

Yours in Christ,  2018 Nominating Committee, Linda Griffith, Judy Lybrand, and  Diane Wicker 

mailto:brentandjudyL@att.net
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Subscribe to the Ripple 

Complete the information below and send to 

Sherry Fowler, Ripple Editor/Circulation Manager 

2931 Glenarden Drive, Charleston, SC  29414 

along with a check for $7.00 annually 

made payable to SC Women of the ELCA if you’d like to receive a 

hard copy via US Mail—OR FREE if e-mailed. 

PLEASE PRINT INFORMATION BELOW. 

 

Name _____________________________________________________  

 

Address ___________________________________________________  

 

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________  

 

The Ripple 

The Ripple is published four times 
per year. It is normally mailed to the 
churches for distribution to 
congregational unit presidents and 
pastors at no charge, as well as to the 
church-wide office. It is distributed 
to other subscribers at an annual 
subscription rate of $7 annually 
(NEW RATE)  or      e-mailed for 
free to anyone.  The Ripple is 
published under the auspices of the 
Mission: Community Committee of 
S.C. Women of the ELCA. 

To submit material for publication, 
contact The Ripple Editor, Sherry 
Fowler at (sherry@fowlersc.com).   

 

South Carolina Women of the ELCA 

President 

Becky Koch (exp 2018) 

336 Nautical Way 

Greenwood, SC 29649 

864-344-1786 cell 

beckykoch01@gmail.com 

 

Vice President 

Jennifer Nuovo (exp 2019) 

140 Shirway Road 

Lexington, SC 29073 

803-622-4714  

jennscwelca@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary 

Elsa Hope (exp 2019) 

2952 Broad River Road 

Pomaria, SC 29126 

803-276-1988 hm 

803-944-1744 cell 

rmehope@bellsouth.net 

Treasurer  

Rachel Quesada (exp  2019) 

520 Timber Lane 

Anderson, SC 29621 

864-226-8546 hm 

561-866-3011 cell 

arachelq@gmail.com 

Synodical Board 2017-2018 

Board Members 

Amanda Boatwright (exp 2018) 

423 Martin Drive 

Leesville, SC  29070 

803-317-6170 

msangelwingschurchchick@yahoo.com 

 

Sarah Cheesman (exp 2019) 

122 Spinnaker Pointe 

Leesville SC  29070 

803-332-6825 hm 

803-528-0797 cell 

Sarah.cheesman@yahoo.com 

Shari Donley (exp 2018) 

3369 W. Forest Lake Drive 

Florence, SC 29501 

843-662-5159 hm   

843-409-5592 cell 

kipcorp07@aol.com 

Gwendolyn Furcron (exp 2019) 

149 Elkhorn Lane 

Columbia, SC  29229 

216-659-5754  cell 

gfurcron1946@yahoo.com 

 

Merri Lewis (exp 2019) 

2029 Cedarbrook Dr. 

Columbia, SC  29212 

803-732-5429 hm 

803-445-9989 cell 

lewismerri@yahoo.com 

Dianne Lominick (exp 2019) 

5407 S Hwy 34 

Pomaria, SC  29126 

803-276-2037 hm 

803-271-8504 cell 

Dianne.lominick@icloud.com 

Margaret Shirer (exp 2018) 

2652 McCords Ferry Road 

Cameron, SC 29030 

803-826-6187 hm 

803-308-1044 cell 

margaretshirer@aol.com 

Mary Soltis (exp 2018) 

10738 Broad River Road 

Irmo, SC  29063 

803-727-3228 

irmogirl2004@yahoo.com 

 

SC WELCA Retreats 

Sallie Folk & Agnes Folk 

422 W. Pine Street 

Florence, SC 29501 

843-307-1417 (Sallie) 

843-662-1210 (Agnes) 

aebfolk@yahoo.com 

 

Honorary Life/Memorial  

Recognition Coordinator 

Virginia Herlong 

813 Silver Point Road 

Chapin, SC  29036 

803-932-0155 hm 

803-206-2493 cell 

vherlong@sc.rr.com 

Ripple Editor/Circ. Mgr.  

Sherry Fowler 

2931 Glenarden Drive 

Charleston, SC  29414 

843-442-3593 cell 

sherry@fowlersc.com 

shf.welca@gmail.com 

Non-Board Positions 
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DAILY GRACE 

For those of us who’ve been around the block a time or two, starting to 
learn something new takes a certain confident humility, paradoxical as 
that sounds. It takes confidence to take up something new in the first 
place, and then those inevitable beginner’s bumps and stumbles call for 
humility.   
Do we simply say “pass” to an opportunity to learn something new?  Do 
we say, “I’m too [old, young, whatever] to learn this!” Or do we humbly 
accept that yep, we’re beginners at this and we’re going to make some 
mistakes along the way, so let’s confidently pick ourselves up, dust 

ourselves off and start all over again?  
When we start learning something new, it doesn’t always mean we’ll take it all the way 
through to competence. Sometimes we end up learning that this “something new” is 
really for someone else, not for us. And that’s okay, too. Let’s still celebrate the start of 
learning. 

STAY CONNECTED 

There are so many ways that Women of the ELCA can stay connected; 

Daily Grace, Gather magazine, Interchange, Café, Bold Connections 

The Ripple 

All of these publications may be accessed from our SC WELCA website—www.scwelca.com. 

Join us on our Facebook group  -  SC Women of the ELCA 

Sherry Fowler, Editor 


