
The SC WELCA Board prays that this finds you and your family 

members all healthy and safe in these days filled with uncertainty 

and concern along with peace, compassion, empathy, and God’s 

grace. COVID-19 has turned our world upside down. For two 

months we were asked to shelter in place. Now some of us are 

slowly re-opening our towns, our churches, and ourselves. We 

need that connection – that community. This storm has taken its 

toll in many ways. 
 

“I believe that we can overcome this storm together especially 

when we have Christ with us in the vessel.” Bishop Terry Lee, 

Lutheran Church in Singapore 

 

Cancellation of the SC WELCA convention - After much prayer and deliberation, the SC 

WELCA board has made the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 annual convention. Not having a 

convention is disappointing because our women will not be able to gather for fellowship, worship, 

and learning experiences. However, we feel our number one priority is the safety of our ladies. We 

do not want to risk lives by possibly exposing them to COVID-19. Countless hours of preparation 

have gone into planning this convention. Many thanks go to the convention committee and the rest 

of the board for their dedication and service. 
 

Project - The projects for the SC Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers and Lutheran Disaster 

Response will carry over to next convention. We will gladly accept interim monetary contributions 

and gift cards for the projects through August 8 and then the 2021 cycle will begin. Monetary 

donations and gift cards should be sent to the SC WELCA treasurer.  Post-August, the Action team 

will continue to reevaluate the Lutheran Disaster Response actions regarding the pandemic and 

other disasters and may amend or supplement the global project recommendation based on the 

evolving situation and prioritized needs, including but not limited to the needs of the SC Synod, our 

region, the church wide organization, and our neighbors around the globe. Please contact Rae Davis 

at rdvs297@gmail.com with questions. 
 

Elections – The Churchwide WELCA executive board strongly recommended we cancel all 

Synodical WELCA –sponsored events through the end of 2020. Since elections would have 

occurred at the 2020 convention, we turned to the Churchwide organization for guidance. The 

executive director’s response to all synodical organizations follows: 
 

“Our current constitution does not permit voting via email, mail, or other means for a 

convention. The constitution is silent on what would happen in the instance of postponement 

with regard to officers and board members whose terms would normally end at the synodical 

convention. When the constitution is silent, we revert to the law of the state of the organization’s 

incorporation, and that is Minnesota. The relevant statutory law of Minnesota provides that the 

currently serving officers and board members will continue to serve until new officers and board 

members are elected and installed. This is true even if someone has tapped out the seven-year 

service rule in 2020.” 

 

 



 

In our SC WELCA, this will affect the President, the Treasurer, and four board members. Elections 

for these positions will occur at the 2021 convention. At this time, we have not been given clear 

guidance regarding the election cycle for 2021. Churchwide will consult with their parliamentarian 

and legal counsel and provide guidance at a later date. 
 

Offerings – If your congregational unit is able to continue to contribute financially to SC WELCA, 

your offerings will be greatly appreciated. Your Regular Offerings will help support the ongoing 

work of our Churchwide organization as well as the ongoing work of SC WELCA. As always, your 

Joy Offerings will be sent to ELCA Good Gifts. For any Convention Offerings received, 50% will 

be sent to SC Network of Children's Advocacy Centers and Lutheran Disaster Response and 50% 

will be used for expenses related to our 2020 Convention. All monetary contributions received for 

the convention projects will be sent to the designated project. 

 

50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Female Pastors - As Vice President, Amanda Boatwright 

will be bringing greetings at the SC Synod Assembly since President Becky Koch has a family 

conflict. Gifts will be given to the female pastors who are present. Then at next year’s WELCA 

Convention we will celebrate as we had planned this year which will include a reception. 

 

Fall 2020 Conference Meetings – Following the recommendation of Churchwide WELCA, we 

will need to cancel all fall conference meetings, resuming in spring of 2021, with all current 

officers remaining in place until fall 2021 for continuity.  We encourage all conferences to have 

spring meetings. 
 

2021 Convention Details – The board will provide details about the 2021 convention in The 

Ripple which will come out in the fall. We look forward to reconnecting and getting together again 

as sisters in Christ. 

 

As servants of Christ, we will continue to seek ways to fulfill the mission of Women of the ELCA. 

May your days be filled with peace, love, and good health as we act boldly on our faith in Jesus 

Christ. 

 

May all we do be done in love. 1 Corinthians 16:14 

The SC WELCA Board 

  
 


